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P&y |a ban “ddi chiéu” gitta thuc chat clia Phat Gido va Ki T6 Gido chir khéng phai dé
“so sanh” vi vé can ban tin ngudng ton gido, chung ta khong cé cach nao cé thé so sanh
Phat Gido véi Ki To Gidao dudc. Ly do rat dan gian, vi Phat Gido la ton gido cua tri tué ,
ma tri tué thi khong thé tach rgi “Ly Tri” [Reason]. Pai Hoc Van Hanh trudc day co
“motto”: ‘Duy Tué Thi Nghiép’. Con Ki To Gido thi ai cling biét dé la ton gido
cla “Pirc Tin"” [Faith]. Vay thi trudc hét ching ta can phai biét dinh nghia cta Birc Tin
va cua Ly Tri.
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Theo H. L. Mencken thi “Putc tin c6 thé dinh nghia ngan gon nhur la mét niém tin
phi Iy vao nhitng gi khéng chdc chdn xdy ra(Faith may be defined briefly as an illogical
belief in the occurrence of the improbable.) Con theo Tu Dién thi “Durc Tin la su tin
chdc vao mot cdi gl do ma khong chung minh dwoc cai do co thuc” [Faith is the
firm belief in something for which there is no proof]

Trong ty dién c6 2 dinh nghia cta Ly Tri: “khd nang co nhitng tw tuong hop Iy, suy
ly hoac phdn biét” (The capacity of rational thought, inderence, or discrimination),
va “suy xét dung, phan doan hop ly” (Good judgment, sound sense).

Vi vay, trong cuén “The Final Superstition”, Joseph L. Dalaiden, mét hoc gia Cong
Gido, da dé nguyén mét chuang dé thao ludn vé “Ly Tri d6i véi Blc Tin” va dua ra két
lugn: “Ly Tri déi véi Pirc Tin: con dwong di t6i hiéu biét, con dwong di téi mé
tin” [Reason versus Faith: A Path to Knowledge, a Path to Superstition.] Nhu vay, trudc
day khi Giao hoang John Paul II gui mot thong tri cho cac giam muc cta 6ng ta vé dé
tai “Moi quan hé giita diec tin va ly tri” (The relationship between faith and reason)
thi that ra 6ng ta chi viét bay. Nhung du 6ng ta cd viét bay thi dam con chién cua 6ng ta
van ca tung “dtrc thanh cha” clia ho nhu thuding, vi d6 1a truyén théng “quén minh trong
vang phuc”, tuyét doi thi hanh “dlrc vang IGi” cao quy nhat cia Cong gido.

Néu ching ta khéng thé so sanh vé& can ban tin ngudng cta Phat Gido va Ki T6 Gido
thi chling ta c6 thé déi chi€u dugc moét s& phuong dién nao cla hai ton gido trén khong?
M6t cdu héi cia mét ddc gia Giao Di€ém da gilp toi giai quyét van deé.

Trong cudn “Purc Tin Céng Gido: Mot Khao Ludn Trong Anh Sdang Ciia Khoa
Hoc Va Ly Tri” t6i da suu tam va dua ra nhitng nhan dinh cta 75 danh nhan, tri thirc
Au My v& God cla Ki T6 Gido va Ki T6  Gido[Xin
doc: http://sachhiem.net/TCN/TCNtg/TCN22.php]. C6 doc gia dat van dé véi toi: “The
thi cac danh nhan tri thire Au My nghi gi vé Pirc Phdt va Phdt Gido?” Toi nghi
day la mot cau hoi hay, can thiét nghién clru dé€ ddi chi€u vdi nhitng nhan dinh vé Ki T
Gido, va co thé coi nhu |a tiéu chudn dé déi chiéu thuc chat cla hai tén gido.. TU trudc
t&i nay, toi khong nghi ra diéu nay, vi toi khong cé y dinh quang cao Phat Gido nén toi
da khong quan tdm may xem céc danh nhan tri thirc Au My nghi gi vé Blrc Phat va Phat
Giao, tuy t6i da doc kha nhiéu sach clua cac tac gia Tay phuadng viét vé Dic Phat va Phat
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Gido. Tai sao? Vi toi tin rdng, hitu xa tu’ nhién huong, va t6i cling tin rang: “da la chanh
Phap thi dit khéng c6 ai theo ciing van la chanh Phap, va da la ta phdp thi dii c6
cd ti nguoi theo ciing van la ta phdp.” David Mills, trong cun “Atheist Universe”,
c6 trich dan ciu ndi cua Bertrand Russell, 2 giai Nobel: éu 50 triéu nguoi tin vao
mét chuyén liva phinh, thi chuyén dé van la chuyén lira phinh” [If 50 million people
believe a foolish thing, it is still a foolish thing] (Tuy nhién, Jack Huberman, tac gia
cudn “The Quotable Atheist”, cho rang cau ndi nay chinh la cla Anatole France, mot
dai van hao Phap, khi ndi vé cac tin d6 Cong gido trong thai dai cua 6ng ta, trong cudn
“La Révolte des Anges”. TCN).

Viét Nam c6 hai ton gido co nhiéu tin d6 nhat la Phat Gido va Cong Gido. Cong Giao
chiém, t6i da vao khoang 7% dan sG. Con Phat Gido thi ching ta thuc su’ khong biét rd
ty 1€ 13 bao nhiéu, vi khéng phai chi cé nhitng ngudi quy y Tam Bao mdi ké la theo Phat
Gido. Tdi cb rat nhiéu ba con than thudc va ban beé rét it khi hay chang bao gi¢ di Chua,
va cling chdng quy y Tam Bao, nhung nha nao cling ¢ tuogng Phat, hay anh Phat, va
kinh sach Phat v..v.. Ngay trong gia dinh ti, chi c6 minh tdi la da quy y Tam Bao, con
tién ndi cling khong quy y, nhung cling thudng di Chua lé Phat va doc kinh sach Phat
Gido. Cho nén, t6i nghi nguGi theo dao Phat, dudi hinh thirc nay hay hinh thic khac, tat
nhién phai la tuyét dai da s6. Lich s da viét rang: “Thién ha Ly Tran ban vi
Tang” [Trong nhirng triéu dai Ly, Tran mot nira ban dan thién ha séng nhu cac vi Tang
Phat Giao]. Con tuyét dai da s6 ngudi dan khi dé song khong it thi nhiéu déu cé anh
hudng cla Phat Giao. Bay cling la nhitng triéu dai ma xa hoi hién hoa nhat trong lich st
Viét Nam

Vay t6i nghi ngay nay ngudi dan Viét Nam cling nén biét rd vé ban chat cua hai ton
gido chinh & Viét Nam nhu trén. Day la diéu rat can thiét trong thdi dai ngay nay. Trong
14 Diéu Phat Day thi diéu th(r 13 néi rang: “Khiem khuyet nhat cua doi nguoi la kém
hiéu biét. Vi kém hiéu biét nén ching ta thudng di lac dudng, tin vao nhiing diéu khong
thé tin dugc, ddm minh trong ma dao, va tir d6 d3 cd nhitng hanh déng phi dan toc,
phan t& quéc..
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Mudn ddi chiéu hai tén gido, chung ta khdng thé 18y vai ciu lac 18ng giéng nhau trong
kinh dién clia moi ton gido dé so sanh va cho la c6 su' tuang dong, ma phai nghién ciru
vé moi khia canh cia moi ton gido, it ra la vé Tu Cach Giao Chu, Giao Ly, Lich sir
truyén dao, Giao Ly da dudc ap dung nhu thé nao, cac tin do ton giao do da
dong gop dugc gi cho nhan loai v..v...Day la mét cong viéc vira ¢ tinh han lam via
rat tri thdc ma gidi hoc gia va tri thifc Au My da lam tir may trdm ndm nay ro6i. Tuy nhién
rat cd thé khi dua ra nhitng su thuc vé ton gido, chiing ta cd thé bi ngd nhan, tham chi
6 khi bi Ién an sai [am, la chdng ton gido hay phé binh chi trich ton gido.

That vay, cé nhiéu ngudi dua ra luan c( la tén gido nao cling day cho con ngudi co
dao duc, lam lanh tranh ac, ban chat déu giong nhau, do do khéng nén phé binh chi trich
ton gido. Diéu nay thudng la luan diéu chong d3 cua nhirng tén gido bi nhan loai phé
binh, chi trich nhitng khia canh tiéu cyc cta tén gido d6 ma v6 phuang bién cdi bang ly
luan. Bertrand Russell cling dd dua ra nhan dinh: “Nguwoi ta thwong noi tan cong ton



gido la diéu rat sai lam vi t6n gido lam cho con nguoi dao dirc. Nguoi ta néi véi
toi nhw vdy, (nhung) t6i khong nhdan thd'y nhuw vay..” [One is often told that it is a
very wrong thing to attack religion, because religion makes men virtuous. So I am told;
I have not noticed it..]. That vay, luan c( trén khong dirng virng vi “day con ngudi lam
lanh trdnh &c” 13 su phét trién cua tri thirc con ngudi va chung cho dan gian ch( khdng
chi ndm trong tdn gido. Chang c6 cha me nao, du ho la ngudi vé than hay v ton gido lai
day con cdi “lam &c trdnh lanh”. Pao Khdng thuc su’ khdng phai 1a mot tén gido, nhung
Plrc Khéng TUr d& day con ngudi mdt s6 nhirng tiéu chuan dao dlc trong xa hdi ma ca
th€ gidi ngay nay déu tan than. Mat khac, Bertrand Russell ndi nhu trén vi 6ng ta da biét
rd lich sir Cong gido day “lam lanh trdnh &c” nhu thé nao, hién nhién khdng phai la “Ki
T6 Giao lam cho con nguoi dao dirc.” ma trai lai. That vay, ching ta khong thé cr
nhdm mat tin blra vao nhitng I6i khoa trugng tréng rong nhu “Thién Chua Iong lanh” ma
phai tim hi€u xem trong cudn Kinh Thanh, Thién Chua da “long lanh” nhu thé nao?Ciing
vay, ching ta khéng thé ndo tin vao nhiing I8i tu khoa truong cua gido dén nhu “S(fng
dao, t6t doi” ma phai tim hiéu xem trong giong lich str, gido dan da “s6ng dao, t&t doi”
nhu thé nao. Tat ca nhitng céng cudc tim hi€u nay déu ndm trong 13nh vuc hoc thudt dé
ma& mang dau 6c clia ngudi dan binh thudng khdng cé co hdi va/hodc kha ndng tim hiéu.
GiUp cho ho hiéu biét ding 1a mét mén qua vd gid ma chiing ta cd thé téng cho ho.

Tuy Phat Gido cé trudc Ki T6 Giao ca 5, 6 tram nam, nhung thé gidi Tay Phugng mdi
chi that su biét dén Phat Gido tir vai thé ky nay. Cho nén ching ta khong hi vong cé
nhirng nhan dinh vé B¢ Phat va Phat Gido trong subt chiéu dai lich s cua Phat Giao
tuang tu nhu Ki To Gido. Nam 1994, Stephen Batchelor xuat ban cuén Sw Thurc Tinh
Cua Tday Phuong (The Awakening of the West), ndi dung viét vé lich sur ti€p xuc cua
Phat Gido vdi Tay phudng. Cudn sach dugc gidi thiéu nhu sau:

Tir thoi dai dé Alexandre, cdc vua chiia va gido hoang Tdy phuwong dd mong
méi kiém dwoc quyén lwc bang cach chinh phuc A Chau. Qua nhiéu thoi ky ho da
phdi tirng dot sit gid va cdc nha truyén gido t6i A Chdau dé tiép xic véi nhitng
nguoi "ngoai dao", nhung tam thirc hep hoi cia ngwoi Tay phuong [vé ton
giao] da lam cho nhitng ngwoi nay chéng biét dwoc bao nhiéu vé Phdt Gido.

Ngay nay Phdt Gido dwgc coi nhu la mot ton gido phdt trle{i nhanh nhat va 1
mot trong nhitng phong trao tam linh co anh hwong nhiéu nhat o Tay phuwong."

(Since the time of Alexander the Great, European kings and popes longed for the power
to be gained through the conquest of Asia. They sent periodic streams of envoys and
missionaries to establish contact with the "infidels," but the European's narrow-
mindedness prevented them from learning much at all about Buddhism.

Buddhism is said to be the fastest growing religion and one of the most influential
spiritual movements in the West.)

Vi th&, néu ching ta trich dan nhan dinh vé Phat Gido clia nhitng ngudi thudc cac loai
st gid va thira sai trén thi chiing ta khéng thé nao c6 mét hinh anh didng vé Phét Gido.



M3t khac, néu k€ dén nhirng nhan dinh vé Dlc Phat va Phat Gido clia nhitng Tang Ni tri
thirc Phat Gido thi nhiéu khéng dém xué va khdng tranh khai I8i phé binh 1a da trich dan
theo thién kién. Vi vdy dé cong viéc suu tam dugc vo tu, nhu vé Ki T6 Gido t6i chi dua
ra nhifng nhan dinh ctia mgt s6 danh nhan tri thirc Au My, thi dGi véi Phat Gido, toi cling
chi dua ra nhan dinh cila mét s6 danh nhan tri thdc trén thé gidi, phan I6n la Au My,
trong thdi can dai, vi ly do nhu trén da ndi, Tay phudng mdi biét dén Phat Gido gan day.
Chlng ta nén dé y 13 nhan dinh vé& God va Ki T6 Gido déu la cla cac bac thirc gia Au My
trong nhirng xa hoi Ki T6 ch(r khong phai cia nhitng ngudi thudc cac ton gido khac trong
dd cé Phat Giao.

Nay, sau mot thdi gian suu tam, toi da thém vao phan nhan dinh vé God [cua Ki T
Giao] va Ki T6 Giao mot s6 tac gia khac, va dong thdi cling xin trinh bay thém nhiing
nhan dinh cia mét s6 danh nhan tri thifc Au My vé Phat Gido, 1€ di nhién con nhiéu thi€u
st vé& ca hai phia.Téi cho rang, day la tiéu chuan cé gia tri nhat dé doi chiéu thu'c
chat cua hai tén gido: Ki Td Gido va Phat Gido, vi cic bic tri thlrc ndi danh trén thé
gidi thudng cb trinh d6 hiéu biét cao, lam viéc trong tinh than khoa hoc véi dau 6c sang
sudt hon quan chdng thong thudng nhiéu, va co dia vi trong xa hdi cling nhu trén thé
gidi ma ho phai tran trong. Ho thudng khong danh gia mét ton gido qua vai cau lac I1ong
trong Kinh dién cla tn gido d6, ma qua, nhu trén da néi: Tu Cach Gido Chu, Giao Ly,
Lich st truyén dao, Giao Ly da dudc ap dung nhu thé nao, cac tin do ton giao
dé6 da déng goép dudc gi cho nhan loai v..v...Xuyén qua mdt s6 nhan dinh dién hinh
nay, ching ta cling cé thé thdy rd su khac biét gitta God [cla Ki T6 Gido] va DPirc Phét,
gilra Ki T6 Gido va Phat Gido. Khac biét nhu thé nao. Xin mdi quy doc gia hay doc nhirng
nhan dinh cda mot s6 danh nhan tri thic trén thé gidi vé God [cua Ki T6 Giao] va Ki T6
Giao, cling nhu vé burc Phat va Phat Gido, va tu danh gia 1ay thuc chat cia moi ton gido.
Trong s6 nhitng danh nhan tri thirc liét ké, c6 mot s6 da dua ra nhitng nhan dinh vé ca
hai ton gido:Ki Td Gido va Phéat Gido. D& ddi chiéu, tdi xin ghi lai nhithg nhan dinh cla
ho vé Ki T6 Gido song song vdéi nhitng ghi nhan vé Phat Giao trong phan nhitng nhan
dinh vé Phat Gido.
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Cong cudc suu tam nay gom 2 phan: Phan I la nhirng nhan dinh cia 100 danh nhan
tri thic Au My v@ God (clia Cong gido, Tin Lanh, Do Thai gido, Hoi gido, Anh gido va
Chinh thdng gido) va Ki T6 Giao (Cong giao va Tin Lanh), va Phan II la nhan dinh cla
100 danh nhén tri thirc trén thé gidi v& Dlc Phat va Phat Gido. Nhu thdng 1€, chd nao ¢
thé dugc, toi cling xin chua thém cdu nguyén ngif béng ti€ng nudc ngoai dé ban doc cd
thé trich dan truc tiép.

T6i hi vong két qua suu tdm nay dudc pho bién réng rii trong quan ching,
va nhat la cac bac lanh dao va tri thirc trong Phat Giao va Ki To Giao ciing nén
doc dé ma biét dén gia tri thuc su’ cua tén gido minh. Téi ciing hi vong ban so
sanh doi chiéu nay sé dudc dan trén canh cira ciia moi nha thé ciing nhu moi
Chua trén dat nudc Viét Nam.



PHAN I

NHAN PINH VE
“GOD” VAKI-TO GIAO
CUA MOT TRAM DANH NHAN TRi THUC AU MY

Victor Hugo: Mot Pia Nguc Thong Minh Thi Tot Hon La Mot Thién Pudng Ngu
Xuédn

[Victor Hugo: “An intelligent hell would be better than a stupid paradise."]

Lloyd Graham: Chiia Ki T6 cau nguyen (Chia Cha): "Cha hdy tha thir cho ho
vi ho khéng biét la ho dang lam gi'... Néu cdi tén Ki To khong biét gi vé siéu
hinh hoc nay (Gié-su) ma co chut kzen thirc ndo vé ludt nhdan qud, thi o7 cdu
nguyén cua hdn phai doc nguoc lai — 'Con nguwoi, hay tha thir cho Thuong dé,
vi hin khéng biét la han dd lam gi." Tit cd cudc song déu chimg t6 cdi su kién
thé tham nay, cho nén vin dé khéng phdi la Thwong dé c6 tha thir cho t6i 16i ciia
con ngueoi hay khéng, ma la con nguwoi c6 thé tha thir cho sw doc dc ciia Thuwong
dé hay khong?

(Christ prayed: "Father forgive them for they know not what they do."... Had this
metaphysically ignorant Christ possessed any knowledge of Causation, his prayer would
read in reverse — “Man, forgive God, for he knows not what he does.”” Al life attests
this tragic fact, so the question is not, will God forgive man for his sins? but can man
forgive God for his cruelty? )
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Theo tur dién The American Heritage Dictinonary cla My thi dinh nghia clua Ton Giao
la: “Niém tin va sw kinh ngwéng vao mot quyén nang siéu nhién dwoc biét nhw

la mét ding sdng tao va cai qudn vii tru” (Religion = Belief in and reverence for a
supernatural power recongnized as the creator and governor of the universe). Trong
nhirng phan trich dan sau day, danh tir "ton gido" chi nhirng tén gido doc than nhu Ki To
Gido, va danh tir "than" (God) thudng dé chi vi “than cta ngudi Do Thai trd thanh than
cua Ki T6 Giao” ma ngudi Ki T6 Giao thudng goi la “Thugng d&” hay “Thién Chta”. Nhing
tlr nay khéng ap dung cho Phét Gido, Lio Gido hay Khdng Gido. M3t khac, ching ta cling
nén biét, God cla Ki T6 Gido chinh la God cua Do Thai Gido trudc khi Ki T6 Gido ra ddi,
va cling la God ctia H6i Gido, sau khi Ki To Gido ra dai.



1. Simonides (556-468 TTL = Trudc Thudng Lich), Thi si Hi Lap: * Cang suy nghi
vé chii @é Thién Chiia, t6i cang thdy né tré nén téi tam. (The more I consider the
subject of God, the more obscure it becomes.)

2. Empedocles (495-435 TTL), Triét gia Hi Lap: * Khong co Thlen Chla nao lam
ra thé gici, ciing chang c6 ngwoi ndo lam ra; thé gidi tir xwa van luén luén nhw
vay. (None of the gods has formed the world, nor has any man; it has always been.)

3. Aristotle (384-322 TTL), Triét Gia Hi Lap: * Con nguoi tao ra Thién Chua theo
hinh anh cua chinh con nguoi, khong chi theo hinh dang cua con nguoi ma con
theo 16 séng ctia con nguoi. (Men creates gods after their own image, not only with
regard to their form but with regard to their mode of life.)

4. Demosthenes (384-322 TTL), Nha hung bién thanh Athenes: * Chung ta tin bat
cur cdi gi chung ta muon tin. (We believe whatever we want to believe.)

5. Epicurus (341-270 TTL), Triét Gia Hi Lap: * Hodc Thién Chiiamuén hity bo sw
dc, va khéng thé; Hodc Thién Chita c6 thé hily bo nhung khong muon.. Néu Thién
Chiia muon, nhung khong thé lam duwoc, Thien Chua bat luc. Néu Thién Chiia cé
thé, nhung khéng muon, Thién Chiia thdt la xdu xa.. Néu Thién Chiia khong thé
Va ciing khéng muon, Thién Chiia vita bat e vira xdu xa. Nhung néu (nhiwe ho
thuong noi) Thién Chua co thé huy bo sy dc va Thién Chua thdt sy muon nhu
vay, Tai sao trén coi doi nay lai co sw dac? (Either god wants to abolish evil, and
cannot; Or he can, but does not want to; If he wants to, but cannot, he is impotent. If
he can, but does not want to, he is wicked.. If he neither can, nor wants to, He is both

powerless and wicked. But if (as they say) god can abolish evil, And god really wants to
do it, Why is there evil in the world?)

6. Lucretius (99-55 TTL), Triét Gia La Ma: * Moi t6n gido déu tuyét voi doi voi
nguoi dot nat, cé ich doi véi chinh tri gia, va 16 bich doi véi triét gia. (All religions
are equally sublime to the ignorant, useful to the politician, and ridiculous to the
philosopher.)

7. Statius (~45-96 TL = ThuGng Lich), Thi si La Ma: * Chinh la su so hdi trong thé
gioi dad tao ra cdac Thién Chua. (It was fear in the world that created the gods.)

8. Tacitus (55-120 TL), SUr gia La M&: * Ki 76 Gido la mot sw mé tin co tinh truyén
nhiém. (Nhu bénh dich hach. TCN) (Christianity is a pestolent superstition.)

9. Michel de Montaigne (1533-1592), V&n si Phép: * Khdng c6 gi dwoc tin chdc
bang nhitng diéu ma chung ta biét it nhat.(Nothing is so firmly believed as what we
least know); * Nhitng nguoi co trinh do hiéu biét don gian, it dau oc tim toi va it

hoc van la nhitng tin do Ki Té tot (Men with simple understanding, little inquisitive
and little instructed make good Christians.)



10. Sir Francis Bacon (1561-1626), Khoa hoc gia va triét gia Anh: * Nguoi tin
thuyét Chua Ba Ngoi tin rang mot trinh nit chinh la me cua mot diea con da tao
ra ba ta. (The trinitarian believes a virgin to be the mother of a son who is her maker.)

11. Ferdinand Magellan (1480-1521), Nha hang hai B6 Dao Nha: * Gido hoi bdo
rang trdi dat thi phang det, nhung t6i biét rang né hinh cau, vi téi da nhin thdy
bong no trén mat trang, va toi tin vao mot cdi bong hon la tin vao gido hoi. (The
church says the earth is flat, but I know that it is round, for I have seen the shadow on
the moon, and I have more faith in a shadow than in the church)

12. Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679), Tu tudng Gia Anh: * Than hoc la viwong quo”'c
ctia sw toi tam (Theology is the kingdom of darkness); * Tén giao giéng nhu nhirng
vién thuéc ma nguoi ta phdi nudt chimg ca vién. (Religions are like pills, which must
be swallowed whole without chewing).

13. Baron de Montesquieu (1689-1755), Vién si Han Lam Vién Phap: * Khong co
vicong quéc nao phdi chiu dwng nhiéu néi chién nhw la vieong quéc ciia Chia Ki-
T6 (No kingdom has ever suffered as many civil wars as the kingdom of Christ); * Néu
cdc hinh tam giac ma tao ra mot Thién Chua thi chung sé lam cho ong ta co ba
canh (If triangles made a god, they would give him three sides); * Lich St co dc”iy
nhiing cudc chién tranh tén gido; nhung, ching ta phai nhén xét can than, khéng
phdi vi ¢é nhiéu tén gido ma cé nhiéu chién tranh, ma vi tinh_ than ‘khong khoan
nhwong trong mét tén gido (Céng gido) nghi rang minh c¢é quyén thong tri (History
is full of religious wars; but, we must take care to observe, it was not the multiplicity of

religions that produce these wars, it was the intolerating spirit which animated that one
which thought she had the power of governing).

14. Voltaire (1694-1778), Van hao, Triét gia .. Phap: * Ki-76 gido la ton gido 16
bich nhat, vé ly nhat va dém mau nhat lam nhiém déc thé gioi. (Christianity is the
most ridiculous, the most absurd and bloody religion that has ever infected the world);
* Trong 1700 nam, Ki T6 giao khong lam gi khac ngoai viéc gdy hai cho nhan
logi (For 1700 years, the Christian sect has done nothing but harm; * Nhitng tin do Ki-
T6 la nhitng nguoi bdt khoan dung nhat (Christians have been the most intolerant of
all men); * Hay nghién nat cdi do é nhuc- Ki T6 Gi&o (Ecrasez I'infame! [crush the
infamous thing - Christianity]; * Vo than la théi xdu cia mot $6 nhé nhitng nguoi
thdng minh (Atheism is the vice of a few intelligent people); * Thdn Ki-T6 lubn ludn
0 phia nhirng tieu dodan manh nhat (God is always on the side of the heaviest
battalions); * Tai hoa gidng vao thé giO’i qua toi 16 ciia Adam. Néu cdi tén ngu
dan dy khéng pham t6i, chiing ta di cé thé khéng bi lam kho boi bénh ddau mua,
bénh ghé, hodc mén than hoc, hodc dirc tin duy nhdt ¢é thé civu roi chiing ta (Evil

came into the world through the sin of Adam. If that idiot had not sinned, we should not
have been afflicted with the smallpox, nor the itch, nor theology, nor the faith which



alone can save us.); * Loi cua Than Ki T6 la 1oi cua céc linh muc, su vinh quang
ctia Than Ki Té 1a sw hanh dién cia cdc linh muc; y cua T han Ki T6 la ¥ cua cac
linh muc,; xuc pham Thién Chua la xuc pham cdc linh muc, tin vao Thién Chua
la tin vao moi diéu linh muc néi (The word of God is the word of the priests; the glory

of god is the pride of the priests; the will of god is the will of the priests; to offend god is
to offend the priests; to believe in god is to believe in all that the priests tell us.)

15. David Hume (1711-1776), Triét gia T6 Cach Lan: * Nhitng tin do Ca-T6 la mot
hé phdi tri thire? Trong moi tén gido, ton gido vé 1y va vé nghia nhat la tén gido
ma trong dé nhitng nguoi hién than cho Chita an thit Chiia minh sau khi da tao
ra ong dy (The Roman Catholics are a very learned sect?.. Of all religions, the most

absurd and nonsensical is that whose votaries (ngugi hién than cho Chua) eat, after
having created, their deity).

16. Denis Diderot (1713-1784), Khoa hoc Gia Phap: * Ki-76 gido day chiing ta
phong theo mét vi Than doc de, ngdm ngam, ghen tuéng, va khéng thé nguéi trong
nhitng con phan no cua ong ta (The Christian religion teaches us to imitate a God that
is cruel, insidious, jealous, and implacable in his wrath); * Su cuo”‘ng tin chi cach su
man ro co mot buoc (Fanaticism is just one step away | from barbarism); * Hay Xét cai
hinh anh ma nguoi ta vé cho ching ta vé Pang Téi Cao, nguoi ¢é dau éc ngay
thang nhdt phai wéce rang han ta dirng c¢é hién hitu (Considering the picture that is

drawn for us of the Supreme Being, the most righteous soul must be tempted to wish
that he did not exist).

17. Edward Gibbon (1737-1794), St gia Anh: * Déi véi cdi nhin triét Iy, nhitng
théi xdu ciia gidi gido st thi it nguy hai hon nhitng dirc tinh cia ho rat nhiéu (To
a philosophic eye, the vices of the clergy are far less dangerous than their virtues.);
* Nhitng t6i nghiém trong nhat da bi dep bo, Nguoi dai dién cua Chua Ki To
(Gido hoang John XXIII, 1414) chi bi két toi la cn cuedp, sat nhdn, ham hiép, giao

hop dong giong, va loan ludn (The most serious charges were suppressed; the Vicar
of Christ (Pope John XXIII, 1414) was accused only of piracy, murder, rape, sodomy, and
incest.)

18. Pierre Bayle (1647-1706), Triét gia Phap: * Vé nhitng van dé tén gido, rat dé
lira d6i mot nguwoi, nhung rdt khé ma gidi hodc hdn (In matters of religion, it is very
easy to deceive a man, and very hard to undeceive him); * Khong co quo”'c gia nao
hiéu chién nhw la nhitng quoc gia theo Ki Té Gido (No nations are more warlike
than those which profess Christianity)

19. Samuel Butler (1612-1680), Thi si Anh: * Chua Ki-T6 chi bi dong dinh trén
thap gia mot ldan, va trong vai tieng dong ho. Hay nghi toi hang ngan nguoi bi
han dong dinh trén thdp gia mot cach tham lang tuw khi do (Christ was only crucified



once, and for a few hours. Think of thousands he has been crucifying in a quiet way ever
since).

20. Daniel Defoe (1660-1731), Ti€u thuyét gia Anh: * Trong tat ca nhitng tai hoa
ma nhan logi phai chiu dung, su doc doan cua gioi gido si la t¢ hai nhat (Of all
the plagues with which mankind are cursed, Ecclesiastic tyranny’s the worst.)

21. Frederik the Great (1712-1786), Vua nudc Phd: * Moi nha than hoc déu giong
nhau.. Muc dich cua ho luon luon la dat bao quyén trén tam thuc con nguoi. Do
do6, ho khing b6 moi nguwoi ching ta da dim tdo bao phanh phui sir
that (Theologians are all alike .. Their aim is always to wield despotic authority over men’s
consciences. They therefore persecute all of us who have the temerity to unveil the truth.)

22. Hugo Grotius (1583-1645), Hoc gia Hoa Lan: * Nguwoi nao doc lich su gioi
gido si khéong doc gi khdc ngoai su gian xdo va dién ré ciia cdc gidm muc va linh
muc. (He who reads eccleciastical history reads nothing but the roguery and folly of
bishops and churhmen.)

23. Claude Adrien Helvétius (1715-1771), Triét gia Phap * Mot nguoi tin rang
hdn an thit Chila cia han, ching ta khong bao la hdn dién; mét nguoi néi rang
han la Chiia Gié-su Ki Té, chung ta bao rang hdn dién,. (A man who believes that
he eats his God we do not call mad; a man who says he is Jesus Christ, we call mad.)

24. Baron d’Holbach (1723-1789), Triét gia Phap: * Néu sw khong hiéu thién
nhién da sinh ra nhiing than, thi su hiéu biét vé thién nhién sé di dén ché dep bo
nhitng than nay. (If the ignorance of nature gave birth to the gods, knowledge of nature
is destined to destroy them.)

25. Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790), Khoa hoc gia My: * Cdch nhin moi sy viéc
bang durc tin la nham con mat cua ly tri. (The way to see by faith is to shut the eye
of reason).

26. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), Triét gia Buc: * Cdi chét cuia tin ly la sy ra doi
cua dao dirc;, Ly tri khong bao gio co thé chung minh sy hién hitu cua Than
KiT6 (The death of dogma is the birth of morality; Reason can never prove the existence
of God.)

27. John Milton (1608-1674), Thi si Anh: * Bgo Ca-T0 R0-Ma c6 it tinh chat ton
gido hon la sw chuyén ché cua gidi linh muc, nhitng ngueoi trang bi voi nhiing
bong loc cua quyén lyc dan su, voi chiéu bai ton gido, da chiém ldy quyén cia

Chula (Romanism is less a religion than a priestly tyranny armed with the spoils of civil
power which, on the pretext of religion, it hath seized against the command of Chist
himself.)



28. Lady Mary Wortley Montagu (1689-1762), Van si Anh: * Trén khap thé gidi,
cac linh muc co thé noi lao, va cac tin do tin,(Priests can lie, and the mob believe, all
over the world).

29. Thomas Paine (1737-1809), triét gia Anh, tac gia cudn sach néi tiéng Thoi Pai
Ciia Ly Tri: * Cuon Tan Udc day ching ta nhitng gi? Tin rang Pang Toan Ning
pham t6i lang nhdng véi mét ngwoi dan ba dd c6 chong; va tin vao cdi chuyén
lang nhang nay goi la dirc tin. (What is the New Testament teaches us? To believe
that the Almighty committed debauchery with a woman engaged to be maried; and the
belief of this debaucery is called faith; * Nguon goc cia sw xdu xa nhdt, ciia nhiing
sw doc dc khing khiép nhat, va nhitng sw khé s to 16n nhat gidng 1én dau nhdn
logi la o trong cdi goi la mac khai, hay ton gido mac khai (The most detestable
wickedness, the most horrid cruelties, and the greatest miseries that have afflicted the
human race have had their origin in this thing called revelation, or revealed religion);
* Tin vao mot Thién Chua doc ac lam cho con nguoi thanh doc ac (Belief in a cruel
god makes a cruel man.); * Mot thciy giao gioi co ich hon la 100 linh muc (One good
school master is of more use than a hundred priests.)

30. Ethan Allen (1738-1789), Nha cach mang My: * Giao ly Chia Ba Ngoi la vo
can cir, va cé khuynh hwdng dwea dén mé tin va tho hinh twong (The doctrine of the
Trinity is destitute of foundation, and tend manifestly to superstition and idolatry.)
* “Trong nhitng noi ¢ thé gici ma sw hiéu biét va khoa hoc da thang thé, thi khéng
con phép la nita; nhung & nhitng noi con man ro' va ngu dot, phép la vin con
thinh hanh.” (In those parts of the world where learning and science have prevailed,

miracles have ceased; but in those parts of it as are barbarous and ignorant, miracles are
still vogue.)

31. Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), Tong Thdng My: * Trong moi quéc gia va
trong moi thoi dai, linh muc deu da thu nghich doi véi tw do.(In every country and
in every age, the priest has been hostile to liberty). * Than Ki-T6 la mot nhdn vt ¢
nhitng tinh cyc ky doc de, bdt khoan dung, dong béng , va bat céng. (The God is a
being of terrific character - cruel, vindictive, capricious, and unjust); * Da toi 50, 60
nam tir ngay téi doc cuon Khai Huyén, va tir d6 t6i coi né chi la nhitng 1oi dién
dai mé sdang ciia mot ké cuong dién(It has been 50 and 60 years since I read the
Apocalypse, and I then considered it merely the ravings of a maniac).

32. James Madison (1751-1836), Téng Théng My: * Trong gdn 15 thé ky, co so
hop phap cua Ki T6 gido da duoc phan xét. Hoa trdi cua Ki To gido la gi? O
khap noi, khéng nhiéu thi it, sw leoi biéng va hanh di¢n cua gioi gido si, su ngu
t6i va quy luy cia gioi tin do, sw mé tin, ¢6 chdp va bao hanh trong ca hai
gioi (During almost 15 centuries has the legal establishment of Christianity been on trial.



What has been its fruits? More or less in all places, pride and indolence in the clergy;
ignorance and servility in the laity; in both, superstition, bigotry, and persecution.)

33. Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821), Hoang d€ Phap: * Hiép hoi Giésu la hoi
nguy hiém nhat, va dd gdy nén nhiéu ton hai hon tat ca nhitng héi ton gido
khac (The Society of Jesus is the most dangerous of orders, and has done more mischief
than all the others); * Kién thirc va lich sir la nhitng ké thu cua ton giao (Knowledge
and history are the enemies of religion); * O moi noi va moi thoi, linh muc dd duwa
vao sy gian déi va sai lam (Priests have everywhen and everywhere introduced fraud
and falsehood)

34. Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1860), Triét gia Buc: * Ban ¢ thé ghi nhdn la
dire tin va kién thire thi lién hé voi nhau nhw la hai can can; khi can can bén nay
lén thi can can kia xuéng (You may observe that faith and knowledge are related as
the scales of a balance; when the one goes up, the other goes down); * Nhitng hoa trai
ciia Ki T6 gido la chién tranh tén gido, nhitng cudc tan sat, nhitng cuéc chién
tranh thip gid, nhitng toa an xi di gido, s tiéu diét cdc thé din My, va dwa
nhitng no lé Phi Chdu vao thay thé (The fruits of Christianity were religious wars,
butcheries, crusades, inquisitions, extermination of the natives in America, and the
introduction of African slaves in their place); * Ca-76 gido la ton gido lén thién duong
bang cdch cdu xin, vi né qud phién todi dé tw minh dat dwoc. Linh muc la nhitng
ke buon ban thién duwong (The Catholic religion is an order to obtain heaven by begging,
because it would be too troublesome to earn it. The priest are the brokers for it); * Moi
tin Iy, bat ké la vé 1y t6i ddu, khi cdy vao con nguoi tir nhd, chéc chan la & trong
dé suot doi (Any dogma, no matter how extravagantly absurd, inculcated in childhood,
is sure to retain its hold for life.)

35. Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822), Thi si Anh: * Ki T6 gido thdt sw ciing
pham phdi nhiéu diéu déc dc nhw Do Thdi gido, va con hon Do Thdi gido vé murc
tan hoang ma no gdy nén. 11 trieu nguoi, dan ong, dan ba, va tré con bj giét trong
nhitng chién tranh, bi sdt hai trong khi dang ngu, thieu song trong nhiing ngay
héi hé céng cong, dau doc, tra tan, dm sdt, va cudp boc trong tinh than cia Ton
Gido hoa binh, va cho sw vinh quang ciia vi Than nhan tie nhat. Cdi tén ciia Than
Ki To da lam hang rao Thanh bao quanh moi tgi ac (Christianity indeed has equaled
Judaism in atrocities, and exceeded it in the extent of its desolation. 11 million of men,
women, and children have been killed in battle, butchered in their sleep, burned to death

at public festivals of sacrifice, poisoned, tortured, assassinated, and pillaged in the spirit
of the Religion of Peace, and for the glory of the most merciful God; The name of God

has fenced about all crime with holiness.) * Ki 76 giao chat day trdi dat véi quy, héa
nguc voi con nguoi, va thién duwong voi nhitng no lef® (Christianity peoples earth
with demons, hell with men, and heaven with slaves.)



36. John Stuart Mill (1806-1873), Triét gia Anh: * Gido hgi bdt khoan dung nhat
trong moi gido hoi: gido héi Ca-T0 R6-ma (The most intolerant of churches, the
Roman Catholic Church.)

37. Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), Téng Théng My: * Cda hai (Ca T6 va Tin Lanh)
déu doc cung mét cuén thanh kinh, cau nguyén cing mét Thién Chila, va nguoi
nay vién dén sy givip o ciia Thién Chita dé chong nguwoi kia (Both read the same
Bible, and pray to the same God; and each invokes His aid against the other.)

38. Charles Darwin (1809-1882), Khoa hoc gia Anh, nha lap thuyét Tién Hoa:
* Khoa hoc va chiia KiT6 chang 6 lién hé gi véi nhau. Téi khéng tin da c¢6 mét
s mac khai nao (Science and Christ have nothing to do with each other. I do not believe
that any revelation has ever been made).

39. Charles Dickens (1812-1870), Van hao Anh: * T0i tin rc%ng Su’phé bién dao
Ca-T6 la phwong cdch khiing khiép nhat ciia sw thodi héa chinh tri va xa héi con
sot lai trén thé gidi. Nhitng nha truyén gido la nhiing ké qudy ray hang nhdt, va
lam cho moi noi ma ho toi tro thanh té hon (I believe the dissemination of Catholicity

to be the most horrible means of political and social degradation left in the world.
Missionaries are perfect nuisances, and leave every place worse than they found it.)

40. Thomas Henry Huxley (1825-1895), Khoa hoc gia Anh: * Tin diéu vé su khong
thé sai lam cia Thanh kinh ciing chang hién nhién hon tin diéu vé khéng sw sai
lam ciia cdc gido hodng (The dogma of infallibility of the Bible is no more self-evident
than is that of the infallibility of the popes.) * Tir mdt né 1é cia ché do gido
hoang [ngudi Cong gidol, nguwoi tri thirc da tro thanh noéng né cua Thanh
kinh (ngugi Tin lanh) From being a slave of the papacy, the intellect was to become the
serf of the Bible.) * H¢ thong gido si la ké thii song chét ciia khoa hoc. Thuyét tién
héa loai bé thuyét sang tao va moi su can thiép ciia Than Ki T6 (The ecclesiastical
system is the deadly enemy of science. Evolution excludes creation and all other kinds of
supernatural interventions.) * Hoai nghi la bon phdn cao nhdt va dirc tin mit quang
la toi khong thé tha thir dwoc (Skepticism is the highest duty and blind faith the one
unpardonable sin.)

41. Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910) van hao Nga: * 76 tin chdc rc%ng giao ly cua gido
héi (Ca-TO) la mdt s néi ldo xdo quyét va xdu xa theo ly thuyét, va la sw pha trén
ciia sy mé tin thé thién nhdt va tro ma thudt vé phwong dién thyc hanh (I am
convinced that the teaching of the church is in theory a crafty and evil lie, and in practice
a concoction of gross superstition and witchcraft.) * Dung vay, 101 khong chap nhan
mot thuyét khéng hiéu dwoc la thuyét Ba Ngéi, va huyén thoai vé sw sa ngd cia
con nguoi, vi chung vo ly trong thoi dai cua chung ta. (It is true, I deny an
incomprehensible Trinity, and the fable regarding the fall of man, which is absurd in our
day.) * Pung vay, toi khong chdp nhdn cdi chuyén c6 tinh cach xiic pham vé mot



Thién Chiia sinh ra tir mét trinh nit @é chuéc t6i cho nhan loai (It is true, I deny
the sacrilegious story of a God born of a virgin to redeem the race.)

42. Robert G. Ingersoll (1833-1899), Hoc gia My: * Toi muon gi cho ngay gzang
sinh? Téi bat gido hoang phdi virt di cdi mii ba tang ciia éng ta, céi bo bo quan
do thiéng liéeng cua ong ta, va thua nhan rang ong ta khong hanh dong cho T, han
Ki TO - khong phai la khong the sai lam - ma chi la mét ngwoi Y thong thuong.
Téi bdt tit ca nhitng hOng Y, tong giam muc, giam muc, linh myc thira nhdn rang
ho chang biét gi ve than hoc, vé thién dwong hay hoa nguc, vé s6 phan twong lai
ciia nhdn logi, vé quy hay hon ma, vé cdc than hay thién than. Téi mudn toan thé
thé giGi khéng con bat cong, khéng con mé tin (What I want for Christmas? I would
have the pope throw away his tiara, take off his sacred vestments, and admit that he is
not acting for god - is not infallible - but is just an ordinary Italian. I would have all the
cardinals, archbishops, bishops, priests admit that they know nothing about theology,

nothing about hell or heaven, nothing about the destiny of the human race, nothing about
devils and ghosts, gods or angels. I would like to see the whole world free - free from

injustice - free from superstition). * Mot thay gido gici ¢é gid tri hon 1000 linh
muc (One good schoolmaster is worth a thousand priests.) * Trong nhiéu thé ky cay
thap gia va ludoi guwom la dong minh cia nhau. Ciing véi nhau, ching tdn cong
nhdn quyén. Chiing chéng dé cho nhau (For many centuries, the sword and the cross
were allies. Together they attacked the rights of man. They defended each other.) * Néu
Ki Té gido chi ngu dan va phan khoa hoc, néu Than cua Ki T6 gido chi dot nat
va co long t6t, néu Ki Té giao hwra hen cho cac tin do mot sw hi lac vinh hcfng, va
néu cac tin do thue hanh hanh tha thir ma Ki Té Gido ran day, thi toi la nguoi
chang dung gi dén tin nguong cua ho. Nhung Ki To gido con c¢6 mot mat khac.
Ton gido nay khong chi ngu dan ma con ldt 1éo, khong chi phan khoa hoc ma con
vé nhan tinh. Than ciia tén gido nay khong chi dot nat ma con de doc. Tén gido
nay khong chi hira hen cho tin do mét phan thuong vinh hang ma con khang dinh
rang hau hét moi nguoi (tin d6 hay khong. TCN) déu bi giam cam trong nhirng toa
hinh nguc cua Than va sé bi vinh vién dau dém. Pé la sw man ro cia Ki Té
Giao. (If Christianity were only stupid and unscientific, if its god were ignorant and kind,
if it promised eternal joy to believers, and if the believers practiced the forgiveness they
teach, for one I should let the faith alone. But there is another side to Christianity. It is
not only stupid, but malicious. It is not only unscientific, but it is heartless. Its god is not
only ignorant, but infinitely cruel. It not only promises the faithful an eternal reward, but

declares that nearly all of the children of men, imprisoned in the dungeons of god will
suffer eternal pain. This is the savagery of Christianity.)

43. Mark Twain (1835-1910), Van hao My: * Puc tin la tin vao cdi ma chung ta
biet no khong nhw vdy (Faith is believing what you know ain't so). * Khong phai la
nhitng phan trong thanh kinh ma toi khong hiéu lam toi buc minh, ma la nhiing



phcfn ma t6i hiéu(It ain't those parts of the Bible that I can’t understand that bother me,
it is the parts that I do understand.)

44. John Burroughs (1837-1921), Van hao My: * Khoa hoc da dong gop cho su
phat trién cia nén van minh Tay phuong trong 100 ndm nhiéu hon la sw dong
gop cua Ki To Giao trong 1800 nam. (Science has done more for the development of
Western civilization in 100 years than Christianity in 1800 years.) * Nén van minh ciia
chung ta khong dwoc xay dung trén Ki Té Gidao ma la trén Iy tri va khoa hoc (Our
civilization is not founded upon Christianity; it is founded upon reason and science.)
* Nhiing nguoi hoai nghi va nhitng nguoi khong tin (God cua Ki To gido) khong
bao gio cé thé giét nhau nhw nhitng tin d6 Ki T dd giét nhau(Skeptics and
disbelievers could never slaughter each other as the Christians have.)

45. Friedrich Nietzche (1844-1900), Triét gia Dic: * Thién Chiia dd chét (C6 dau
dé ma chét? TCN) God is dead. * Chung ta khong nén di dén nha tho néu ching ta
muén hit thé khdng khi trong lanh (One should not go to church if one wants to
breathe pure air.) *Diéu nao ding: con nguoi la mot trong nhiing sai lam ciia God,

hay God la mét trong nhitng sai lam ciia con nguoi. (Which is it: is man one of God’s
blunders, or is God one of man’s blunders?)

46. Pierre Laplace (1749-1827), Khoa hoc gia Phap: * Kinh thién van da quét hét
vom troi ma khong thday Thién Chua o ddu. (The telescope sweeps the skies without
finding god.)

47. Sir James Paget (1814-1899), Y si Anh: * Noi cong cong cting nhu trong tu
gia, 16i khong biét mét cuon sach nao ma lai la nguon goc cua cach xur sy hung
dc va tan bao nhuw la cuén thanh kinh (1 know of no book which has been a source of
brutality and sadistic conduct, both public and private, that can compare with the Bible.)

48. Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881), Van hao Anh: * Thién Chiia chang lam gi ca.
M0t nguoi ¢é gido duc, lwong thién, khéong thé ndao con tin vao Ki-Té gido cia
lich su. (God does nothing. It is not possible that educated, honest men can even profess
much longer to belief in historical Christianity.)

49. Alexandre Dumas (1802-1870), Vin hao Phap: * Trong khi Tin do Ca-T0 va
Tin Lanh thiéu Séng va giét lan nhau, (nhung ho lai) co thé cong tac dé né 1é héa
nhitng nguodi anh em da den cua ho (Catholics and Protestants, while engaging in
burning and murdering each other, could cooperate in enslaving their black brethen.)

50. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. (1809-1894), Hoc gia My: * Ngwoi ma [uén luon
lo ldang rang linh hon minh sé bi day doa thwong la c6 mét linh hon vé dung (The
man who is always worrying about whether or not his souls would be damned generally
has a soul that isn't worth a damn.) * Sy that la ca hé thong tin ngudong dia trén
chuyén sa ngd ciia con nguoi do da dan bién mdt di trongdaudchiéu biét ciia con



nguoi da dwoc khai sang. (The truth is that the whole system of beliefs which comes
in with the story of the fall of man is gently falling out of enlightened human intelligence.)

51. Victor Hugo (1802-1885), Van hao Phép: * Khi anh bdo téi rang Thién Chla
cua anh da tgo ra anh theo hinh anh cua ong dy, t6i trd 1oi rang hdn ta phdi thét
la xdu xa (When you tell me that your de|ty made you in his own |mage I reply that he
must have been very ugly.) * Trong moi lang déu c6 mét ngon dudc soi sang: ngueoi

thay giao - va mot ke lam tat bé duoc do: ong linh muc xu (There is in every village
a torch: the schoolmaster - and an extinguisher: the parson.) .

52. Emile Zola (1840-1902), V3n hao Phap: * Nén van minh sé khong di den tot
dinh cho dén khi phién da cuéi cung tir cdi nha tho cudi cung roi dé lén éng linh
muc cuoi cung (Civilization will not attain to its perfection until the last stone from the
last church falls on the last priest.) * Phai chang khoa hoc da thodi lui? Khong phai!
Chinh Ca-T6 gido da luén luén phdi thodi lui truée khoa hoc, va sé con bi bat
buoc phai thodi lui (Has science ever retreated? No! It is Catholicism which has always
retreated before her, and will always be forced to retreat.)

53. Mikhail A. Bakunin (1814-1876), Van hao Nga: * Ki T0 gido la su tur bo hoan
toan lé thwong va ly tri (Christianity is the complete negation of common sense and
sound reason.) * Than hoc la khoa hoc vé sw néi ldo cua than thénh (Theology is
the science of the divine lie.)

54. Ludwig Feuerbach (1804-1872), Triét gia Dlc: * Bat cir khi nao ma dao d‘d’c
dwoc ddt cin ban trén than hoc, quyén ciia con ‘nguoi tuy thuge vao than quyen
thi nhitng sw vé dao dirc, bdt cong, 6 nhuc nhdt cé thé duoc bién minh va thiét

ldp (Whenever morality is based on theology, whenever right is made dependent on
divine authority, the most immoral, unjust, infamous things can be justified and
established.)

55. William E. H. Lecky (1838-1903), St gia Afit Nhi Lan: * Hau hét Au chdu, trong
nhiéu thé ky, da bi ngap mau, mdu dé do sw chii muu truec tiép hodc voi sw hoan
toan chdp thudn ciia nhitng nguoi ¢é quyén trong giGi gido si (Almost all Europe,
for many centuries, was inundated with blood, which was shed at the direct instigation
or with the full approval of the ecclesiastical authorities). *Bdt cit khi ndo ma gidi gido
si, Ca-To hay Tin Lanh, dung canh thé quyéen déan su, thi két qua la sw bao
hanh (Whenever the clergy were at the elbow of the civil arm, no matter whether they
were Catholic or Protestant, persecution is the result.)

56. August Bebel (1840-1913), Nha xa hdi buc: * Ki To giao la ké thu cua tu do
va van minh. N6 bugc nhan loai trong xiéng xich. (Christianity is the enemy of liberty
and of civilization. It has kept mankind in chains.)



57. Giuseppe Garibaldi (1807-1882), Nha I3nh dao Y (Ngudi da tién quan va thu hep
lanh thé ctia Ca-T6, chi con lai Vatican ngay nay): * Vatican la con dao gam dam vao
tim nuée Y. (The Vatican is a dagger in the heart of Italy.) * Link muc la hién thdn
ctia sw sai lam(The priest is the personification of falsehood.) * Gido héi Ca-To la
nang hau cia sy chuyén ché va la ké thi trung kién ciia tw do(The Catholic Church
is the handmaid of tyranny and the steady enemy of liberty.)

58. Elbert Hubbard (1856-1915), V&n hao My: * Thién dwong: Chdgidi tri-nghi
dudong trong tri tuong tuong ciua nguoi Ki-10.(Heaven: The Coney Island of the
Christian imagination.) * Than Ki T6: John Doe (1 tén dat cho mot nhdn vat ma
khong ai biét la ai) cua triét [y va ton giao (God: The John Doe of philisophy and
religion.) * Than hoc la mét su toan tinh giai thich mot chu dé boi nhitng nguoi
khong hiéu chi dé dé (Theology is an attempt to explain a subject by men who do not
understand it).

59. Sigmund Freud (1856-1939), Nha Phan tam hoc: * Tén gido giong nhw la
chitng bénh suy nhuwoc than kinh cia tré con(Religion is comparable to a childhood
neurosis.) * Gido hoi Ca-T6 la doi thii ciia moi tw do tw tuong (The Catholic Church
so far has been the implacable enemy of all freedom of thought.)

60. George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950), Nha viét kich Anh: * Khong phai la khong
tin thi nguy hiém cho xa hoi ciia chiing ta, ma chinh la sy tin (It is not disbelief that
is dangerous to our society, it is belief.) * Péi vdi tin do Ca-T6, chi ¢é hai quoc gia,
thién dwong va hoa nguc; chi c6 hai trang thdi ciia con nguoi, civu roi hay bi day
doa (For the Catholic, there are but two countries, heaven and hell; but two conditions
of men, salvation and damnation.)

61. George Santayana (1863-1952), Triét gia My: * Pdi vdi Shakespeare, vé van
dé ton gido, sw chon lwa nam & hodc Ki T6 gido hodc khéng tin gi. Ong ta da
chon khong tin gi (For Shakespeare, in the matter of religion, the choice lay between
Christianity and nothing. He chose nothing.) * Ki Té gido dan dp tén gido, tra tan va
thiéu song con ngwoi. Nhu mot con ché sdan, ton gido nay danh hoi va truy ling
ké lac dao. Tén gido ndy gdy nén nhitng cudc chién tranh, va nuéi dudng thit hin
va tham vong. Ton giao nay thanh hoa su tan diét va sw chuyén ché (Christianity
persecuted, tortured, and burned. Like a hound it tracked the very scent of heresy. It
kindles wars, and nursed furious hatred and ambitions. It sanctified extermination and

tyranny..)

62. Bertrand Russell (1872-1970), Triét gia, Nha Toan hoc Anh, tac gia cudén Why I
Am Not A Christian: * Quan diém ciia téi vé tén gido [Ki T6 Giéo] giong nhiwr quan
diém cua Lucretius. Téi coi né nhw la mot bénh chung xudt phat tie sy so hdi va
la nguon goc cia si kho s khong thé ké dwoc cia lodi ngueoi (My own view on
religion is that of Lucretius. I regard it as a disease born of fear and as a source of untold



misery to the human race.) * Néu t6i nhé khong lam, khéng cé mét loi ndo trong
cac Phiic Am ca tung sw thong minh (So far as I can remember, there is not one word
in the gospels in praise of intelligence.) * Dan dp ton giao duoc su dung trong than
hoc chu khong o trong 56 hoc (Persecution is used in theology, not in arithmetic.)

63. Albert Einstein (1879-1955), Khoa hoc Gia Do Thai, Thuyét Tuang D&i: * TOI
khong thé quan niém mot Than Ki To thuong phat tao vdt cua chinh minh (I cannot
conceive of a God who rewards and punishes his creatures)

64. H. L. Mencken (1880-1956), Vdn hao My: * Noi mot cach dai cuong, toi tin
rcing ton giao la mot sy nguyén ria doi véi nhén loai (I believe that religion,
generally speaking, has been a curse to mankind.) * Pic tin cé thé dinh nghia ngcfn
gon nhur la mét niém tin phi 1y vao nhitng gi khéng chdc chdn xdy ra (Faith may
be defined briefly as an illogical belief in the occurrence of the improbable.) * Than hoc:
mot né lyc dé gidi thich cdi khéng thé biét dwoc bang cach ddt ching vao nhiing
loi khong dang dé biét (Theology: an effort to explain the unknowable by putting it into
terms of the not worth knowing.) * T éng giam muc: mot chirc sac Ki Té cao chirc
hon chirc cua Chua Ki To (Archbishop: A Christian ecclesiastic of a rank superior to
that attained by Christ.)

65. Alfred North Whitehead (1861-1947), Toan gia va Triét gia My: * T0i coi nén
than hoc Ki To Gido nhw la mot trong nhitng tai hoa lon cua nhdn logi (I consider
Christian theology to be one of the great disasters of the human race)..

66. Theodore Dreiser (1871-1945), Van hao My: * Moi hinh thurc cua ton gido tin
diéu phdi dep bo. Thé giGi da ton tai ma khong can dén né trong qud khir va ¢é
thé cting nhu vay trong tuwong lai (All forms of dogmatic religion should go. The world
did without them in the past and can do so again.)

67. Arthur Koestler (1905-1983), Triét gia Anh: * Tai Jerusalem, cai bo mat gian
dir ciia than Gia-vé dp i nhiing phién da néng, nhitng phlen dda di chirng kién
nhitng cugc thanh sat, cuong hiép, va cuép béc nhiéu hon bat cir noi ndo trén thé
gioi. Dan cu o day bi dau déc bdi ton giao (In Jerusalem..the angry face of Yahweh

is brooding over the hot rocks which have seen more holy murder, rape and plunder than
any other place on earth. Its inhabitants are poisoned by religion.)

68. Edgar Lee Masters (1869-1950), Thi si My: * Nhiéu cuon sach da dwoc viét
ra dé chitng t6 Ki Té gido da lam suy yeu thé gidi, mng ton gidao nay da gat ra
ngoai sy khai sang va tri tu¢ cua Hellas dé nhwong ché cho mét gido Iy mé tin va
ngu xuan(Many books have been written to show that Christianity has emasculated the

world, that it shoved aside the enlightenment and wisdom of Hellas for a doctrine of
superstition and ignorance.)



69. George Moore (1852-1933), Tiéu thuyét gia Ai Nhi Lan: * Thién dwong cé thé
dé cho gido dan, nhung thé gidi nay chdc chan la @é cho cdc linh muc (Heaven
may be for the laity, but this world is certainly for the clergy.)

70. H. G. Wells (1866-1946), Tiéu thuyét gia Anh: * Cdi thir xdu dc nhat trong thé
gioi ngay nay la Gido h¢i Ca-T0 R6-ma (The most evil thing in the world today is the
Roman Catholic Church.)

71. Culbert Olson, Thong d6c bang California, 1938-1943: * To6i khong hiéu lam
sao ma nguoi nao doc thanh kinh ma lai c6 thé tin rang dé la loi cia Than Ki-
16, hodc tin do khong phai la chuyén man ro cua mot dan toc man ro (I don't see
how anybody can read the Bible and believe it's the word of God, or believe that it is
anything but a barbarous story of a barbaric people.)

72. Preserved Smith (1880-1941), St gia My: * Khong con nghi ngo gi nita, cudn
thanh kinh la khoi can tré trén con dwong tién b, khoa hoc, xd hi va ngay cd
dao dirc. N6 dwoc vién dan dé cho”'ng Copernicus (Thuyét tréi dat quay xung quanh
mat trdi. TCN)ciing nhu la chéng Darwin (Thuyét Tién Hdéa. TCN) (There can be no

doubt that the Bible became a stumbling -block in the path of progress, scientific, social
and even moral. It was quoted against Copernicus as it was against Darwin.)

73. Isaac Asimov (1920-1992), Khoa hoc gia My: * Déi vdi t6i, Thién Chiia c¢é 1é
la mét san pham tiy tién cia tam tri con nguoi; Toi chdc chan khéng tin vao
nhitng huyén thoai, vao thién dwong vahéa nguc, vao Thién Chita va Thién Than,
Sa-Tang va qui (It seems to me that God is a convenient invention of the human mind;

I certainly don't believe in the mythologies of our society, in heaven and hell, in God and
angels, in Satan and demons..)

74. Steve Allen (1921 - ), My, tac gia 43 cu6n sach du loai: * Rdt hiém c6 mot trang
sach nao trong cuon thanh kinh ma trong dé mot nguoi co dau éc coi mé khong
nhdn thay mét sy mau thudn, mot chuyén lich su bat kha hitu, mét sai lam hién
nhién, mot sy kién lich su khong thé nao xay ra (There is scarcely a page of the Bible
on which an open mind does not perceive a contradiction, an unlikely history, an obvious
error, an historical impossibility..); * Mt nguwoi vé than khéng ghét Than Ki T6, han
chi khong thé tin duoc la mot Than ¢ thé hién hiru. (An atheist does not hate God:
he simply is one who is unable to believce that a God exist); * Cudn thanh kinh da
dwoc ding dé khuyén khich niém tin vao sw mé tin thé thién nhdt va lam ngdn can
sw day nhitng chan Iy khoa hoc(The Bible has been used to encourage belief in the
grossest superstition and to discourage the free teaching of scientific truths); * Chi sau
khi t6i doc cuén thanh kinh tir dau dén cudi t6i méi nhdn ra rcing Than Ki T6
trong do that sw la mot bao chua thich tra thu, dc nhw quy, con dac hon sy khat
mdu dién ré, si dd man, sy tan phd ciia nhitng con nguwoi nhw Hitler, Stalin, Pol
Pot, hodc bat cir ké sdt nhdn tdp thé ndo trong lich su c6 xua hodc hién dai (It



was only when I finally undertook to read the Bible through from beginning to end that I
perceived that its depiction of the Lord God was actually that of a monstrous, vengeful
tyrant, far exceeding in bloodthirstiness and insane savagery the depredations of Hitler,
Stalin, Pol Pot, or any mass murderer of ancient or modern history.)

75. Carl Sagan, Khoa hoc gia My: * Néu cdc ban mudn ciru con minh khéi bi bénh
bai liét, ban co thé cau Chua hoac mang no di chich ngua.. Hay chon khoa hoc (If
you want to save your child from polio, you can pray or you can inoculate.. Choose
science)

76. Albert Schweitzer, Bac si, triét gia ngudi Phap: * Khong co gi tiéu cuc ho‘n la
két qua nghién ciru phé binh vé doi song cia Gié-su.Gié-su & Nazareth xuat hién
trudc cong chung nhu la Vi Ciru Tinh [cUa déan toc Do Thai], thuyét gido vé Virong
Quoc cua Thién Chua, thiét lgp Thién Puong trén trdi dat, va chét di nhw la su
hién ddng cuéi cung, khong tirng bao gio hién hiru.

(There is nothing more negative than the result of the critical study of the life of
Jesus.The Jesus of Nazareth who came forward publicly as the Messiah, who preached
the Kingdom of God, who founded the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth, and die to give
his work its final consecration, never had any existence.)

77. Richard Feynman , Vat Ly Gia My, Giai Nobel: * Thién Chua dwoc phat minh
ra dé gidi thich nhitng diéu khé hiéu. Thién Chiialuén luén dwoc phdt minh ra dé
giai thich nhu’ng diéu ching ta khéng hiéu. Nay, khi sau cung chung ta kham pha
ra rang mot cdi gi dé van hanh nhuw thé nao, ching ta co nhing dinh lugt ma
chiing ta twde khoi tir Thién Chila, chiing ta khéng con can dén éng ta nita.

(God was invented to explain mystery.God is always invented to explain those things
that you do not understand.Now, when you finally dicover how something works, you get
some laws which you are taking away from God; you don’t need him anymore.)

78. A. A. Milne, tac gia Winnie The Pooh:* Hon bdt cir cuon sdch nao khde, cuon
Cyu Udc phdi chiu trach nhiém vi lam cho nhiéu nguoi tro thanh vo than, vé ngo,
va khéng tin — muodn goi ho thé nao ciing dwroc.(The Old Testament is responsible for
more atheism, agnoticism, disbelief — call it what you will — than any book ever written.)

79. Gore Vidal, Van Gia: *70oi coi chu nghia doc than la tai hoa to 1én nhat da
giang xuéng ddu nhan logi. T6i khéng nhin thdy cdi gi tot & Do Thdi Gido, Ki t6
Gido hay Hoi Gido — c6 nhiing nguoi tot dung vdy, nhung ton gido nao ma dat
cdn ban trén mét than duy nhat dién cuong, dc doc, thi ton gido do khong co ich
@i cho nhan loai nhw, thi du, dao Khong, khéng phai la mét tén gido ma la mot
hé tho”'ng dao durc va gido duc.(I regard monotheism as the greatest disater ever befall

the human race.I see no good in Judaism, Christianity or Islam — good people, yes, but
any religion based on a single, well, frenzied and virulent god, is not as useful to the



human race as, say, Confucianism, which is not a religion but an ethical and educational
system.)

80. Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., SU Gia:

La mot sw gia, toi thi nhdn la cam thay khoi hai khi toi nghe nguoi ta ca tung
truyén thong Do Thdi — Ki Té la nguon goc cua quan ni¢m ve nhan quyén ngay
nay.Thét ra thi, nhitng thoi dai sung daodwoc néi tiéng la khong hé quan tam dén
nhan quyén. (As a historian, I confess to a certain amusement when I hear the Judeo-
Christian tradition praised as the source of our present-day concern for human rights.. In
fact, the great religious ages were notable for their indifference to human rights.)

81. Jesse Ventura, Thong doc bang Minnesota:

Ton giao co 16 chire [Ki T6 Gido] la mot sy gia mao va la cdi nang cho nhitng
nguoi dau 6¢ yéu kém can dén so dong lam sitc manh. Tén gido dé bdo tin do di
ra ngoai nhung miii vao chuyén cua nguoi khdc. (Organized religion is a sham and
a crutch for weak-minded people who need strength in numbers.It tells people to go out
and stick their noses in other people’s business.)

82. Edgar Alan Poe, Van si:

Nhitng ngueoi tién phong va thira sai truyén dao thue sw da la nguyén nhédn gdy
roi loan va chién tranh hon moi [6p nguoi khdc cua nhan logi. (The pioneers and
missionaries of religion have been the real cause of more trouble and war than all other
classes of mankind.)

83. Edward Abbey, Nha moéi sinh My;

Bt cir diéu gi ma ching ta thdy khé hiéu thi ching ta vién dén Thién Chila;
diéu nay gitr cho chung ta khoi dung déen dau oc.Tin vaosiéu nhién la su that bai
vé oc tuwong tuong. (Whatever we cannot easily understand we call God; this saves
much wear and tear on the brain tissues.. Belief in the supernatural reflects a failure of
the imagination.)

84. Noam Chomsky, gido su’ MIT:

[Ong hoi t6i] T6i c6 tin vao Thién Chiia khéng?.. Téi khong hiéu cdu héi dé. (Do
I believe in God?.. I don't understand the question.)

85. Peter William Atkins, Nha Héa Hoc Anh:

Khéng thé nao la nguoi lwong thién tri thire ma lai tin vao cdc Thién Chiia.Va
khéng thé ndo tin vao cdc Thién Chiia ma la nhitng khoa hoc gia chéan chinh. (It
is not possible to be intellectually honest and believe in gods.And it is not possible to
believe in gods and be a true scientist.)

86. Bernard Berenson, St gia My: * Phép la xdy ra cho nhitng nguoi tin vao
chung.Neéeu khong thi tai sao ba Mary Pong Trinh lai khong hién ra truoc cdc Lat



Ma, nguwoi Hoi Gido, hay nguwoi An B Gido, nhitng nguwoi chwa tirng biét dén ba
ta?[Miracles happen to those who believe in them.Otherwise why does not the Virgin
Mary appaear to lamaists, Mohammedans, or Hindus who have never heard of her?]

87. Robert Browning, Thi Si Anh:

Ngay nay co mot toa an / Cao hon toa an cua God — Toa an cua nguoi co hoc
thirc. (There'’s a new tribunal now / Higher the God'’s — the educated man'’s)

88. Lenny Bruce, Nha cham biém My:

Néu Gié-su bi giét truéc dday 20 nam, cdc hoc sinh Cong Gido chdc sé deo
nhitng ghe dién quanh co thay vi nhitng cay thdp gia. (If Jesus had been killed
twenty years ago, Catholic school children would be wearing little electric chairs around
their neck instead of crosses.)

89. Pope Paul IV (1476-1559)

Néu cha t6i la mét ké lac dao, t6i sé dich than di lwom cui dé thiéu séng ong
ta (If my own father were a heretic, I would personally gather the wood to burn him.)

90. Polly Toynbee, Binh luan gia cua td Guardian, Anh qudc:

Trong nhitng diéu day ciia Ki T6 Gido, diéu ghé tom nhat la khdi niém vé mot
dang Ki To chiu toi cho chung ta va hi sinh than xac trong sy dau don cung cuc
dé cuu linh hon chung ta. Chung ta co yéu cdau ong ta lam vay khong? (Of all the
elements of Christianity, the most repugnant is the notion of the Christ who took our sins
upon himself and sacrificed his body in agony to saveour souls.Did we ask him to?)

91. Chales Caleb Cotton, Gido si ngugi Anh:

Nguoi ndao ma chét nhw la mét thanh tir dao thi chirng té rang nguoi dé khong
phdi la mét quén x6 1d ba que, nhung hoan toan khéng cé nghia la han ta khong
phdi la mot tén xudn ngéc bi lira phinh.(He that dies a martyr proves that he was not
a knave, but by no means that he was not a fool.) Mot sé thanh noi tiéng da duoc
phong thdanh thi phdi bi ban bang siing dai bdc (Some reputed saints that have been
canonized ought to have been cannonaded.)

92. Jerry Falwell, nha truyén giéo trén TV (TV evangelist):

Nhiing tin do Ki Té Gido, giong nhw nhitng né 1é va binh s, khéng dwoc quyén
chat van (Christians, like slaves and soldiers, ask no questions.)

93. Harvey Fierstein, Kich si My:

Gido héi Cong gido la té chire duy nhdt ma chung ta biét la ding tién ciia mot
quy nho bdn dwoc tao 1én chi dé ding riéng dé boi thwong cho nhiing gia dinh c6
con em bi xam pham tinh duc.Vdy thi luén luon hdy nhé rdang chiing ta khong thé
xét doan mot nguoi qua cdi co do cua nguoi do [cac linh muc thuGng mdc ao chung



thdm vdi cai c6 con trédng](The Catholic Church is the only organization on record to
dispense money from a slush fund set up solely for the paying off of abused children’s
families.So always remember you cannot judge a man by his collar.)

94. Ruth Hermence Green, mot phu nir Ki T6 tinh ngd (a recovered Christian
woman):

Néu quan niém vé mot nguoi cha am muu dé cho chinh con minh bi xir tir, va
day cho tré con d6 la mét chuyén dep dé va la diéu ma xa héi phai kinh nguong,
thi tw cdch dao dire ndo cia con nguwoi cé thé trinh bay cho cdc em nhé la ding
khién trdch.(If the concept of a father who plots to have his own son put to death is
presented to children as beautiful and as worthy of society’s admiration, what types of
human behavior can be presented to them as reprehensible?)

95. Pope Greory I (540-604):

Niém hanh phiic ciia nhitng ngueoi duoc chon & trén thién dwong sé khong dwoc
hoan hdo trir phi nhitng nguoi ndy cé thé nhin xuong dia nguc va thich thi truéce
nhitng sw dau dén cung cuc ciia anh em ho trong ngon lira vinh hang. (The bliss
of the elect in heaven would not be perfect unless they were able to look across the abyss
and enjoy the agonies of their brethen in eternal fire.)

96. Heinrich Heine (1797-1856), Thi si blc:

Néu mat phdi ciia nguoi xiic pham ngwoi, hdy méc né ra / Néu tay phai nguwoi
xuc pham nguoi, hdy chat no di [LGi Gié-su day tin d6] / Va néu ly tri cua nguoi
xiic pham nguwoi, hay tré thanh mét tin dé Céng gido. (If your right eye offends you,
pluck it out / If your right arm offends you, cut it off / And if your reason offends you,
become a Catholic.)

97. Stanislaw J. Lec (1909-1966), Thi si ngugi Ba Lan, géc Do Thai:

Da6i khi con quy quyén rii téi dé tin vao Thién Chiia. (Sometimes the devil tempts
me to believe in God.)

98. Richard Lederer, nha ngit hoc My:

C6 mét thoi ma moi nguoi [6 Au Chau] déu tin vao Thién Chia, va giao
hoi [Cong gido] thong tri. Thoi dai do dwoc goi la Thoi Pai Tam Toi. (There once

was a time when all people believe in God and the Church ruled.This time was called the
Dark Ages.)

99. Francis Crick, Nha sinh hoc, cung kham pha ra DNA vé&i James Watson:

Néu nhitng tén gido mac khdi da mac khai ra nhitng diéu gi, thi chiing thuong
la sai lam. (If revealed religions have revealed anything it is that they are usually wrong)



Néu mét s6 diéu trong cuon Kinh Thanh ré rang la sai lam, vdy thi tai sao
nhitng diéu con lai lai phai duwoc tw dong chap nhdan. (If some of the Bible is
manifestly wrong, why should any of the rest of it be accepted automatically)

100. Robert Anton Wilson, Triét Gia My:

Kinh Thanh bdo chiing ta la hdy giong nhw Thién Chiia, va roi tir trang nay dén
trang khdc, mé ta Thién Chiia nhw la mét tén giét nguoi hang loat.Pdy c6 thé la
cdi chia khéa quan trong duy nhat cho thdi do chinh tri ciia nén van minh Ty
phuong.

(The Bible tells us to be like God, and then on page after page it describes God as a
mass murderer. This may be the single most important key to the political behavior of
Western civilization).

PHAN II

NHAN PINH VE
DUC PHAT VA PHAT GIAO
CUA MOT TRAM DANH NHAN TRi THU'C TREN THE GIOI

Bertrand Russell: 76i cam thdy rang vé phwong dién tri tué va dirc tinh, Chila
Ki T6 khong thé cao bang mot so nguwoi ma chung ta biét trong lich suw. Toi nghi
rang toi sé dat Dirc Phdt va Socrates lén tréen Chua Ki To trong nhirng phwong
dién nay."”

(I cannot myself feel that either in the matter of wisdom or in the matter of virtue

Christ stands quite as high as some people known to history. I think I should put Buddha
and Socrates above him in those respects.)

William Hunter: 73? cd nhitng tén gido A Pong déu phdi biét on Phdt Gido vé
gido Iy dao dirc cao quy nhdt ma gid tri cia tén gido ndy con hitu hiéu cho téi
ngay nay, ma tot dinh ciia gido Iy ndy la long tir bi doi véi moi chiing sinh, gido
Iy ciia Pdng Toan Gidc.




(All Asiatic religions are indebted to Buddhism for the noblest moral element that is
effective even today, which culminates in kindness to all that lives and breathes, the
doctrine of the perfectly Awakened One)

1. Arthur Schopenhauer (1788- 1860), Tri€t gia Bic [German Philosopher]:

Néu toi lay nhitng két qua triét Iy cia t6i nhw la mét thuée do chén 1y, téi phdi
thira nhdn rang Phdt Gido dikng trén moi ton gido trén thé gidi.

(If T were to take the results of my philosophy as a yardstick of the truth, I would
concede to Buddhism the pre- eminence of all religions of the world.)

[Arthur Schopenhauer (1788- 1860), Triét gia Buc: * Ban cé thé ghi nhan la dic
tin va kién thirc thi lién hé véi nhau nhw la hai can can; khi can can bén nay Ién
thi can can kia xuéng (You may observe that faith and knowledge are related as the
scales of a balance; when the one goes up, the other goes down); * Nhitng hoa trdi
ciia Ki Té gido la chién tranh tén gido, nhitng cudc tan sdt, nhitng cudc chién
tranh thdp dc chinh, nhitng toa dn xiv di gido, sw tiéu digt cdc tho din My, va
dwa nhitng né 1¢ Phi Chdu vao thay thé (The fruits of Christianity were religious
wars, butcheries, crusades, inquisitions, extermination of the natives in America, and the
introduction of African slaves in their place); * Céng gido la ton gido lén thién duwong
bang cdch cdu xin, vi né qud phién todi dé tw minh dat dwoc. Linh muc la
nhirng ké buén ban thién dwong (The Catholic religion is an order to obtain heaven
by begging, because it would be too troublesome to earn it. The priest are the brokers
for it); * Moi tin Iy, bt ké la vé Iy t6i dau, khi cdy vao con ngwoi tir nhé, chic
chin la ¢ trong do suot doi (Any dogma, no matter how extravagantly absurd,
inculcated in childhood, is sure to retain its hold for life.)

2. Thomas Henry Huxley (1825- 1895), Khoa hoc gia Anh:

Phit Gido li mt h¢ thong tin nguwiong khong biét dén Thugng dé theo nghia
cua Tay phwong, khong cong nhan con nguoi c6 mot linh hén va coi niém tin vao
M@t sw song vinh hang la mot sai lam, day con nguwoi khéong tim bat cit & ddu
ngodi né lyc ciia chinh minh dé di dén gidi thodt, va trong sir tinh khiét nguyén
thuy cua minh, khong bao gio tim kiém su giup do cua chinh quyen thé tuc, tuy
vdy dd lan truyén nhanh chong dén mét phan dang ké trén thé gi6i, va vén con
la mot ton gido tréi nhit ciia mét phin Ién ciia nhan logi.

[Buddhism is a system which knows no God in the Western sense, which denies a soul
to man and counts the belief in immortality a blunder, which bids men to look to nothing
but their own efforts for salvation, which in its original purity knew nothing of the vows
of obedience and never sought the aid of the secular arm, yet spread over a considerable
portion of the world with marvellous rapidity, and is still the dominant creed of a large
fraction of mankind.]



Thomas Henry Huxley (1825- 1895), Khoa hoc gia Anh: * Tin diéu vé sy khong
thé sai lam cia Thanh kinh ciing chang hién nhién hon tin diéu vé khéng sw sai
lam cia cdc giao hoang (The dogma of infallibility of the Bible is no more self- evident
than is that of the infallibility of the popes.) * Twr mgt no l¢ cua ché do giao
hoang [mot ngudi Cong gidol, nguwoi tri thirc da tré' thanh néong né ciua Thanh
Kinh [mét ngudi Tin Lanh] ( From being a slave of the papacy [a catholic] the intellect
was to become the serf of the Blble [a protestant].) * H¢ thong gido sila ké thu song
chét ciia khoa hoc. Thuyét tién héa loai bé thuyét sdng tao va moi sw can thiép
siéu nhién (The ecclesiastical system is the deadly enemy of science. Evolution excludes
creation and all other kinds of supernatural interventions.) * Hoai nghi la bon phan
cao nhat va dirc tin mi quang la toi 16i khong thé tha thir dwoc (Skepticism is the
highest duty and blind faith the one unpardonable sin.)

3. Sir Edwin Arnold (1832- 1904), Thi si Anh [Poet laureate of England]: Cho nén,
vé thoi diém, hau hét cdc tén gido khac déu tré trung doi voi Phat Gido, cai ton
gido ddang kinh ndy, cdi ton gido bao gom trong do su vinh hang ciia mét niém hi
vong phé qudt, sir bat diét cua tinh thirong yéu khong gioi han, mot phan bdt kha
phd hiy vé niém tin vao tinh thién sau ciing, va sw khang dinh hinh dién nhat vé
sw ty do cua con nguoi chua tung co.

[In point of age, therefore, most other creeds are youthful compared with this
venerable religion, Buddhism, which has in it the eternity of a universal hope, the
immortality of a boundless love, an indestructible element of faith in final good, and the
proudest assertion ever made of human freedom.]

4. William James (1842- 1910), Triét Gia va nha Tém Ly Hoc Hoa Ky [American
philosopher and psychologist]: Toi khong biét nhiéu vé Phdt Gido va c¢é thé sai, va
chi dé bay t6 quan diém tong qudat ciia t6i; nhung hiéu ré gido Iy Phdt Gido vé

“Nghiép Bdo”, trén nguyén tdc téi dong y véi gido 1y do.

[T am ignorant of Buddhism and speak under correction, and merely in order the better
to describe my general point of view; but as apprehend the Buddhistic doctrine of karma,
I agree in principle with that.]

5. T.W.Rhys Davids (1843- 1922),Gido su dai hoc Anh [Professor, the first person to
hold a chair in Comparative Religion in a British university]:

*Khong thé phu nhan la co mot sy dep dé chan that A Dong trong nhirng biéu
thi ma Phat Giao dung; va co nhitng can ban chan that thich thu cho sy sinh ra
ciia Phdt Gido.Chwa tirng cé trong lich sik thé gidi mét hé thong nao dwoc xép
dat ma lai thuc sw thodt ra khoi mot doanh nghiép siéu nhién, rit déc lgp va
ngay cd doi nghich véi niém tin vé mét linh hén, niém tin vao Thwong dé, va
hi vong vao mot doi séng sau..



T6i da khdo sdt moi hé thong ton gido om trén thé gici, Phdt Gido va cdc tén
gi4o khac,téi khéng thiy mét gido Iy nao cé thé vueot trpi hon, vé sw tot dep va
sw bao quadt, ciia Bdat Chanh Pao va Tir Diéu Dé ciia Prrc Phit.

[It cannot be denied that there is a real beauty of an Oriental kind in the various
expressions which the Buddhists use; and that there was real grounds for the enthusiasm
which gave them birth. Never in the history of the world had such a scheme been put

forth, so free from any superhuman agency, so independent of so even antagonistic to
the belief in a soul, the belief in God, and the hope of a future life...

Buddhist or non- Buddhist, I have examined every one of the great religious systems
of the world, in none of them I have found anything to surpass, in beauty and
comprehensiveness, the Noble Eightfold Path and the Four Truths of the Buddha. ]

*Lan dau tién trong lich sir lodi nguweoi, dire Phdt khuyén du, tha thiét kéu goi
con nguoi khong nén lam hai mot sinh vat, khong nén cau nguyén, tan tung, hay
hy sinh (twr vi dao) cho cac T han. Véi tdt ca tai hing bién trong lénh truyén ciia
Ngai, ddng V6 Thwong Sw hiing hén tuyén bé la cdc thién chiia,néi cho diing,
ciing can dén sw gidi thodt cho chinh ho.

[For the first time in human history the Buddha admonished, entreated and appealed
to people not to hurt a living being, not to offer prayer of praise or sacrifice to gods. With

all the eloquence as his command the exalted one vehemently proclaimed that gods are
also in direction need of salvation of themselves.]

*T6i khong biét c6 mt tai liéu nao trong suét chiéu dai lich sir ciia Phit gido
qua nhiéu thé ky ma cac tin do Phdt giao o trong nhitng thoi ky siéu dang nhw
vdy ma co mot sw bao hanh nao cua ngwoi phdt tir doi voi nhirng nguwoi co
niém tin Khac.

[There is no record known to me in the whole of the long history of Buddhism

throughout the many centuries where its followers have been for such lengthened periods
supreme, of any persecution by the Buddhists of the followers of any other faith.]

6. Rabindranath Tagore (1861- 1941), Nha Gido Duc va Thi si An, Giai Nobel (Indian
poet and educationalist. Winner of The Nobel prize.):

Phat Gido la sicc manh tam linh trong lich su, lam cho s6 1ém cdc SdC dan ngan
cach nhau boi nhitng chudng ngai vé khong gian kho khan nhdt, vé nhiing sy
khdc nhau vé ngén ngit va phong tuc, vé cdc nén van minh khac nhau, sap lai gan
voi nhau. Dong lyc cua Phat Gido khong nam trong thuwong vu quoc 12, trong
sw xdy dung dé quéc, trong sw tim hiéu khoa hoc, trong sw thiic ddy chiém ci
nhitng mién dit mdoi.Do la mjt no 5 lwe hodn todn vé vi loi dé giiup nhén logi di
dén muc tiéu cudi cung cua minh [ty gidi thoat].

[Buddhism was the first spiritual force, known to us in history, which drew close
together such a large number of races separated by most difficult barriers of distance, by



difference of language and custom, by various degrees and divergent types of civilization.
It had its motive power, neither in international commerce, nor in empire building, nor in
a scientific curiosity, nor in a migrative impulse to occupy fresh territory. It was a purely
disinterested effort to help mankind forward to its final goal.]

7. Alfred North Whitehead (1861- 1947), Toan gia va Tri€t gia Anh [British
mathematician and philosopher]:

Trong lich sit, Phdt Gido la m¢t thi du vi dai nhdt vé bp mén siéu hinh hoc dp
dung.

[Buddhism is the most colossal example in the history of applied metaphysics.]

[Alfred North Whitehead (1861- 1947), Toan gia va Tri€t gia Anh: * Toi coi nén
thdn hoc Ki To Giao nhw la mgt trong nhirng tai hoa lon cia nhdn loai.

(I consider Christian theology to be one of the great disasters of the human race).. ]

8.Sir Francis Younghusband (1863- 1942), Nha tham hiém va ngoai giao Anh
(British explorer, diplomat.)

Vi Ngai dd chitng t6 trong doi song ciia Ngdi nhitng gi Nedi giang day déu thire
té va hop ly nén Ngai dd tao nén moét anh hudng lom trong nhén logi...An twong
cua Dirc Phdt trén nhdn logi thdt la sau dam..

(It was because he showed in his life what he taught was both practical and reasonable
that he exerted such a mighty influence upon mankind. The impression Buddha made
was deep.)

9.H. G. Wells ( 1866- 1946), Sir Gia vaNha Xa hoi hoc Anh (British historian,
socialist.)

*Purc Phdt, qua nhiéu ngén ngit khdac nhau, nam tram nam truée Chiia Christ,
da day con nguoi dic tinh vi tha. Trong mét sé chiéu hudmg Ngai rdt gan giii voi
chdng ta hon, va dap vimg dwoc nhu cau ciia ching ta. Piec Phdt ciing t6 ra sdang
suot hon Chiia Christ trong sw quan tdm phuc vu con nguoi va it mo hé déi véi
vin dé trwong ton bit tir ciia kiép nhan sinh.

[Buddha in a different language called men to self- forgetfulness five hundred years
before Christ. In some ways he was nearer to us and our needs. Buddha was more lucid
upon our individual importance in service than Christ, and less ambiguous upon the
queation of personal immortality.]

*Cac ban thcfy ré Ngai la mot nhan vat don gian, chan thanh, don doc, mot
minh ty e phan ddu cho dnh sdng, mot nhdn vdt song chir khéng phai la mot
huyén thoai.Pang sau nhiéu chuyén than ky vé Dirc Phdt, t6i cam thdy Negdi ciing
la mét Nguwoi. Ngai da givi bire thong diép cho nhan loai hoan vii. Cé nhiéu tw
twong tuyét digu hién dai ciia chiing ta rét gan giii twong dong véi thong digp



ciia Ngai. Tat ca nhitng dau khé, bdt mén trong cudc song, theo Ngai day: la do
long vi ky. Long vi ky c6 ba dang: - Mot la tham vong thoa man nhitng cam gidc;
- Hai la tham vong muén bdt tit; - Ba la tham vong vinh hoa phii quy trcm tuc.
Con nguoi trudc khi co thé tré nén thanh tinh, ngwoi dé phdi ngung song theo
gidc quan hodc song cho chinh minh.

[You see clearly a man, simple, devout, lonely, battling for light, a vivid human
personality, not a myth. Beneath a mass of miraculous fable I feel that there also was a
man. He too, gave a message to mankind universal in its character. Many of our best
modern ideas are in closest harmony with it. All the miseries and discontents of life are
due, he taught, to selfishness. Selfishness takes three forms: one, the desire to satisfy
the senses; second, the craving for immortality; and the third the desire for prosperity
and worldliness. Before a man can become serene he must cease to live for his senses
or himself. ]

*Phdt Gido van con ton tai trén nhiéu viing 1om ciia thé gi0i.Co thé khi tiép xiic
voi khoa hoc Tdy phwong, va ldy cam hitng boi tinh than ciia lich sit, gido Iy
nguyén thuy cua Durc C6 Pam, lam song lai va tinh khiét héa, cé thé sé giik mot
phan to I6n trong chiéu hudng sé phdn ciia nhén logi. Nhiing gido ly can ban cua
Durc Phat, nhu duoc trinh bay ro tw sy nghién cuu cacnguon tai liéu nguyén thuy,
thi thdt 1a r6 rang va don gidn va hoa hop nhdt véi nhitng ¥ twong hién dai. Phit
Gido vugt lén trén nhitng sy tranh cai, la thanh qua cua mgt trong nhing sw
thong minh sdu tham ma thé gidi chwa tirng biét. Phét Gido dd dong gop cho
sw tién bd ciia nén van minh va vin héa chén thit ciia thé gidi hon bét cir anh
hwong nao khac trong lich sw nhdn logi.

[Over great areas of the world it still survives. It is possible that in contact with Western
science, and inspired by the spirit of history, the original teaching of Gotama, revived and
purified, may yet play a large part in the direction of human destiny.The fundamental
teachings of Gotama, as it is now being made plain to us by study of original sources, is
clear and simple and in the closest harmony with modern ideas. It is beyond all disputes,
the achievement of one of the most penetrating intelligence the world has ever known.

Buddhism has done more for the advance of world civilization and true culture than
any other influence in the chronicles of mankind. ]

H. G. Wells (1866- 1946), Sir gia Anh: * Cdi thir do xdu dc nhit trong thé gidi
ngay nay la Gido hgi Cong gido La md (The most evil thing in the world today is the
Roman Catholic Church.)

10.Mahama Gandhi ( 1869- 1948), Tuw twong gia An P ( Indian Thinker)

Toi khong do du ma tuyén bé rang t6i da ldy rat nhiéu cam hing tir doi séng
cua Dang Giac Ngg.A Chau c6 mot thong diép cho toan thé the gioi... Khong de
chi cho A Chau ma dé cho ca hoan cau, A Chau phai hoc lai thong diép cua Puc



Phat va truyén giao dén cho cd thé gioi. Tinh thwong yéu khong bo bén cia Pirc
Phat trai xuong ca nhiing suc vt thap hén ciing nhu la cho con nguoi.Va Nguoi
nhdn manh dén sy thanh tinh ciia doi song.

(I have no hesitation in declaring that I owe a great deal to the inspiration that I have
derived from the life of the Enlightenment One. Asia has a message for the whole world..
For Asia to be not for Asia but for the whole world, it has to re- learn the message of the
Buddha and deliver it to the whole world. His love, his boundless love went out as much
to the lower animal, to the lowest life as to human beings. And he insisted upon purity of
life.)

11. Sir Charles Bell KCIE, CMG ( 1870- 1945), Nha ngoai giao Anh, ( British
Diplomat )

Poi véi nguoi Ki Té Gido, tinh thuong yéu la dirc tinh cao nhat doi véi nguoi
Phdt tir, @6 la Tri Tué, vi ho tin rang vé minh la goc ré cia sw xau dc. Tinh thuong
yvéu ciing duoc dat cao..Su khoan dung va long tir bi déu dat can ban trén tri tué
cua Phat Gido, co lé la Iy do chinh ma Trung Pao cua Puc Phdt da ton tai qua
2500 nam .

(To the Christian, Love is the highest virtue; to the Buddhist, Wisdom, for they hold
that ignorance is the root of all evil. Love, all the same, ranks high ...... Tolerance and
loving kindness, both based on Buddhist wisdom, are perhaps the chief reason why the
middle way of Gotama has come down through 2500 years.)

12.Bertrand Russell (1872- 1970), Triét gia, Nha Toan hoc Anh, Giai Nobel.

Vé tat ca cdc ton gido [on trong lich sw, toi wa thich Phat Gido hon...Phdt Gido
la mét t6 hop ciia suy Iy va triét Iy khoa hoc.Phat Giao ung hg phwong phdp khoa
hoc va theo dudi ciru canh cé thé goi la duy 1y. Trong Phdt Gido chung ta co thé
tim thdy nhing giai dap cho nhiing cau hoi nhw “Tinh than va vt chat la gi? Céi
@i quan trong nhat? Vil try co tién téi mot muc dich nao khong?Vi thé ciia con
nguoi la gi?Cé sy song cao quy khéng? "Phdt Gido tiép noi noi ma khoa hoc
khong thé dan dén vi nhitng gioi han cua dung cu khoa hoc.Sw chinh phuc cua
Phdt Gido la chinh phuc tam ciia con nguwoi. Toi cam thdy rang vé phwong di¢gn
tri tu¢ va dive tinh, Chita Ki Té khong thé cao bang mot sé ngwoi ma chiing ta
biét trong lich sit.T6i nghi rang téi sé dit Pirc Phit va Socrates Ién trén Chila
Ki To trong nhitng phwong dién nay.”

(Of the great religions of history I prefer Buddhism...Buddhism is a combination of both
speculative and scientific philosophy. It advocates the Scientific Method and pursues that
to a finality that may be called Rationalistic. In it are to be found answers to such question
of interest as "What is mind and matter? Of them which is of great importance? Is the

universe moving towards a goal? What is man's position? Is there living that is noble?" It
takes up where science cannot lead because of the limitations of the latter's instruments.



Its conquests are those of the mind.I cannot myself feel that either in the matter of
wisdom or in the matter of virtue Christ stands quite as high as some people known to
history. I think I should put Buddha and Socrates above him in those respects.)

[Bertrand Russell (1872- 1970), Triét gia, Nha Toan hoc Anh, tac gia cudn Why I Am
Not A Christian: * Quan diém ciia t6i vé ton gido giong nhw quan diém cua
Lucretius. Toi coi no nhuw la mot bénh chirng xudt phat tir sw so hdi va la nguon
goc ciia su kho so khong thé ké dwoc cua lodi nguoi (My own view on religion is that
of Lucretius. I regard it as a disease born of fear and as a source of untold misery to the
human race.) * Néu toi nho khong lam, khong co mot loi nao trong cac Phuc
Am ca tung sw thong minh (So far as I can remember, there is not one word in the
gospels in praise of intelligence.) * Pan ap ton gido dwoc sw dung trong than hoc
chir khong o trong so hoc (Persecution is used in theology, not in arithmetic.)]

13. Gido su Saunders , Tong Thu ky Van hda Y.M.C.A., India, Burma, Ceylon.

Khong khé khan gi khi chon lya dire Phét la mot nguoi dwoc tén siing trong sé
nhitng nguoi vi dai cua nhan loai.

(Lord Buddha could be very easily singled out as the one person known to man who
received homage from the greatest number of mankind.)

14.Dr C.C. Jung (1875- 1961), Nha Phan Tam Hoc [Swiss psychologist]

La mét sinh vién vé tén gido ty gido, toi tin rcing Phat Gido la ton gido hoan
hdo nhat ma thé gioi chwa tirng co.

(As a student of comparative religions, I believe that Buddhism is the most perfect one
the world has even seen.)

15. Albert Schweitzer (1875- 1 965), Hoc gia ngudi Phap, Nha Than hoc va Triét
Gia, [French Scholar, Theologian and Philosopher,Winner of The Nobel Prize.]

Ngai dem y nghia nhitng chan ly gia tri truong citu va thiic day dao dirc tién bé
khong chi cho rieng An do ma cho ca nhan loai. Dirc Phdt la mét nha dao dvrc
vi dai ky tai chwa tieng thdy co trén hoan vii.

(He gave expression to truths of everlasting value and advanced the ethics not of India

alone but of humanity. Buddha was one of the greatest ethical men of genius ever
bestowed upon the world. )

16.Herman Hesse (1877- 1962) , tac gia ngudi birc,giai Nobel, [German author
and winner of the Nobel Prize]

Nay trong lanh vuc nay, nhu’ng bai Phap cua Duc Phdt la mot nguon va mo (de
khai thac) phong phii va sau sac chua tirng ¢8.Noi dung tri thirc trong gido thuyét
cua Dirc Phat chi la mot mira tac phdm ciia Ngwoi, niva kia la doi song ma Nguoi
dd song, va nhitng thanh qud ciia Nguoi.



[Now in this realm Buddha's speeches are a source and mine of quite unparalleled
richness and depth. The intellectual content of Buddha's teaching is only half his work,
the other half is his life, his life as lived, as labour accomplished and action carried out. ]

17.Albert Einstein (1879- 1955) , Vat Ly Gia bic, Giai Nobel [German physicist,
Winner of the Nobel Prize ]

Ton giao twong lai sé la mot ton giao chung cho ca vii tru. Ton gido do phai
vieo't ra ngodi y twomg vé mét God va khéng can dé nhitng tin 1) va mén than hoc..
Ton gidao do phai bao trum ca hai lanh vuc ty nhién va tam linh,phai dwoc dat
can ban trén thuc nghiém vé moi sw viéc, tw nhién va tam linh va su hop nhat ddy
¥ nghia.Phdt gido ddp g dwoc cdc diéu d6.Néu c6 mét ton gido nao dap img
dwoc nhitng nhu cau khoa hoc hién dai thi dé la Phdt Gido.

[The religion of the future will be a cosmic religion. It should transcend a personal God
and avoid dogmas and theology. Covering both the natural and the spiritual, it should he
based on a religious sense arising from the experience of all things, natural and spiritual

and a meaningful unity. Buddhism answers this description. If there is any religion that
would cope with modern scientific needs it would be Buddhism. ]

[Albert Einstein (1879- 1955), Khoa hoc Gia Do Thai, Thuyét Tuagng Da&i: * TOI
khong thé quan niem mot Thuong dé thuong phat tao vat cua chinh minh (1 cannot
conceive of a God who rewards and punishes his creatures)

18. Tién siS. N. Dasgupta:

Khong co mot ton gido nao cua An Doco trude Phét Gido ¢é thé néi la da co
thé thiet lap mot quy tac dao dikc va ton giao co gia tri pho cdp cho moi nguoi.

(None of the pre- Buddhist religions of India may be said to have been able to formulate
a code of ethics and religion that was universally and compulsorily valid for all.)

19.Beatrice Webb (1881- 1943), Kinh té gia va nha xd hi ngueoi Anh [ British
Economist, Socialist] .

Vé phwong dién 16- gic va dao dirc thi Dirc Phétdieng trén Chiia Ki Té va trlét
Iy cua Dirc Phdt thi cao hon nhitng loi gidng day trong Tin woc. Khong giong
nhw niém vui suong tho thienvinh vién (trén thlen dudng) va su day doa doi
doi (dusi hoa nguc)cua gido hoi Ki- To, gido Iy vé Nghlep thi hoa hop voi nhu’ng
sw thira nhdn cia khoa hoc hién dai vé tinh phé qudt cia ludt nhan qua va tinh
bén bi ciia luc.

(The Buddha and his philosophy seemed logically and ethically superior to the Christ
and the teachings of the New Testament. Unlike the crude eternal bliss and eternal
damnation of the Christian Church, the doctrine of Karma seemed in harmony with such
assumptions of modern science as the universality of causation and the persistence of
force.)



20. Frederick Nietszche (1884- 1900), Triét Gia bic [German philosopher]

PhatGiao thi hién thyc hon cdc ton gido khdc ca tram lan. Khdi niém vé God
dd bi logi bé ngay liic khdi ni¢m nay xudt hién, khong c6 chuyén phdi cdu
NQuyén on trén.Khong co sw phdn loai c6 tich cach bdt buéc. Hoan toan khéng
c6 sw cudng ché, ngay cd trong céng dong nhitng nguoi tu hanh. Do d6 Pht
Gido khéng chong lai cdc tin nguéng khdc. Gido 1y Phdt Gido khdng chong lai
bat cir cdi gi vi gido Iy d6 chong lai sw trd thii va long thii nghich.

[Buddhism is hundred times more realistic than other religions... The notion of God is
done away with as soon as it appears, prayer is out of the question. No categorical
imperative. No coercion at all, not even within the monastic community. Hence it also
does not challenge to fight against those of different faiths. Its teaching turns against
nothing so impressively as against the feeling of revengefulness, animosity. ]

21.Will Durant (1885- 1 981), St gia My, American Historian and Pulitzer Prize
Winner

Pirc Phdt gidang day qua dam ludn, thuyét trinh va cdc bai du.Nguoi tuyen bo
da giac ngo nhung khong phai la do linh cam; Nguoi khong bao gio cho rang
mét vi than nao dé da truyen cam cho nguoi. Trong cugc tranh lugn Nguoi da to
ra kién nhan va quan tam dén nguwoi khdac hon bdt cir bat cir vi Thay vi dai nao
khac cua nhan loai.

[Buddha' taught through conversation, lecturers and parables. He claimed
enlightenment but not inspiration; he never pretended that a god was speaking through

him. In controversy he was more patient and considerate than any other of the great
teachers of mankind.]

22.Tién si Ambedkar
Phdt gido la mot phong trao ddn chu, Phdt gido ton trong ddn chu trong ton
gido, dan chu trong xa hoi, va din chu trong chinh tri.

[Buddhism was a democratic movement, which upheld democracy in religion,
democracy in society, and democracy in politics.]

23.Gidao su Julian Huxley (1887- 1975), Téng Thu Ky UNESCO, British
author,Zoologist and Director General of UNESCO

Thét la mét dau chi dang ké vé s suy tw tinh té ciia nguoi An rang Pirc Co
Dam da c6 cdi nhin sdu xa hon nhiing nha duy tam hién dai vi dai nhat. Khuynh
huwong vé mot tw tuong gtac ngo ngay nay trén khap thé gici khong huwong vé
than hoc, ma vé triét hoc va tam 1y hoc. Tié leng on do cua quan ni¢m nhi nguyén
than hoc tréi dat vao si nguy hiém.Nhitng nguyén 1y can bdn ciia thuyét tién héa
va nhat nguyén ludn da dwoc chdp nhdn béi cdc nha ti tuong.



[It is a remarkable indication of the subtlety of Indian speculation that Gautama should
have seen deeper than the greatest of modern idealists. The tendency of enlightened
thought of today all the world over is not towards theology but philosophy and
psychology. The bark of theological dualism is drifting into danger. The fundamental
principles of evolution and monism are being accepted by the thoughtful.]

24.C. D. Broad (1887- 1971), Triét gia Anh, British Philosopher

Tén gido 1om duy nhdt hdap dan doi voi téi la Phéat Gido; va theo téi hiéu, thi
ton gidao do la mot triét ly cua thé gioi, mot duwong song dé cho dé con nguoi xay
dung trén do, thay vi la mot ton giao theo nghia thong thuong cua thé gioi.

[The only one of the great religions which makes any appeal to me is Buddhism; and

that, as I understand it, is rather a philosophy of the world, and a way of life for the elite
founded upon it, than a religion in the ordinary sense of the word.]

25. - Tién si W. F. Jayasuriya, trong cudn "Tdm 1y va Triét Iy Phdt gido”

Phat gido la mot ton gido tw gidc, it lé nghi. Mot hanh dong dwoc thuc thi voi
chinh sy suy tw thi tw no da diéu kién hoa de khong con la mot nghi lé. Phdt gido
nhin bé ngoai co vé nhiéu nghi lé nhung thuc ra khong phai nhuw vay.

[Buddhism is thus a religion, and there is a little room in it for ritual and ceremony. An

act done with an idea of one?s own conditioning ceases to be a rite. Much of the
seemingly ritual of present- day Buddhism, when seen thus are really not rites. ]

26.Jawaharlal Nehru(1889- 1964), Thi Tudng An D6 ( Indian Prime Minister )
*Néu mot van dé nao dé can dwoc xét dén, van dé do phai duoc xét dén trong
hai hoa va dan chu theo dwong [oi day bao cua dirc Phat.

[If any question has to be considered, it has to be considered peacefully and
democratically in the way taught by the Buddha]

*Dirc Phdt vi dai hon tdt ca cdc Iy thuyét va tin diéu, théng diép vinh hang cia
Ngai da lam rung dong nhdn loai qua cdc thoi dai. C6 1€ khéng mét thoi diém
nao trong lich sir qud khir ma théng diép hoa binh ciia Ngai lai can thiét hon cho
nhan loai dang dau khé va cuéng loan nhw hién nay.

[The Buddha has been something greater than all doctrine and dogma, and his eternal
message has thrilled humanity through the ages. Perhaps at no time in past history was

his message of peace more needed for a suffering and distracted humanity than it is
today.]

27.Arnold Toynbee (1889- 1 975), St gia Anh,British historian

Phdt Gido da bién doi moi nén van héa ma Phét Gido di t&i, va Phdt Gido ciing
bien doi khi di vaonén van hoa do. Phdt Gido den voi Tay phwong co thé coi nhw
la mot bien co quan trong nhat trong the ky 20.



[Buddhism has transformed every culture it has entered, and Buddhism has been
transformed by its entry into that culture . . . . The coming of Buddhism to the West may
well prove to be the most important event of the Twentieth Century.]

28. Aldous Huxley (1894- 1963),Tu tudng gia Anh, British author, Playwright and
thinker

Quan niém hién dai vé moi lién hé tri thirc ciia con nguoi voi vil tru da duoc
Durc Phdt tha3l lugn truoc qua giao thuyét ciia Phét Gido vé sw ham muén ld
nguon goc cia do twong.Khi con nguoi vieot thcfng dwoc s ham muon thi dau 6c
con nguoi dwoc gidi thodt khéi do tuéng. Diéu nay dung khong chi doi véi nha
khoa hoc, ma con dung voi ngu*o‘z nghé si hay triét gia.Sw vé chdp toan hdo doi
hoi nhitng nguoi khao khat nd, khong chi la long tw bi, ma con la su thong minh
dé nhdn thirc dwoc nhimmg uan ham tong qudt ciia ting hanh dong, nhin cd thé
trong mot he thong nhitng méi lién hé véi xd héi va vii tru ma han ta chi la mét
phan tir. Vé phuong dién nay, doi véi téi, Phit Gido di tw chikng t6 la dvet khoat
cao hon Ki To Giao.

[The modern conception of man's intellectual relationship to the universe was
anticipated by the Buddhist doctrine that desire is the source of illusion. To the extent
that one has overcome desire, a mind is free from illusion. This is true not only of the
man of science, but also the artist and the philosopher. Perfect non- attachment demands
of those who aspire to it, not only compassion and charity, but also the intelligence that
perceives the general implications of particular acts, that sees the individual being within
the system of social and cosmic relations of which he is but a part. In this respect, it
seems to me, Buddhism shows itself decidedly superior to Christianity.]

29.R. Buckminster Fuller (1895- 1984), Nha phat minh va triét gia My, American
Inventor, Social Engineer and Philosopher

C6 thé c¢é mét y nghia to 16 trong sw kién la Pythagore ¢ Hi Lap va Pirc Pht
& A Déng da sinh ra ciing thoi vao thé ky 6 trude Tay Lich.Ca hai déu la nhiing
con nguoi hoat dong hung manh, nhdn thirc sau sdac, di ra khéi mot qua khir lich
s ma trong do chi co cac vua chia moi dang ké va con nguoi chi la nhitng con
tot den co6 thé hy sinh, da cung cap cho nhdn logi nhiing loi khi cua toan hoc va
triét Iy @é cho con nguoi diing vé sau vinh vién.

[There may be a great significance in the fact that Pythagoras in Greece and the
Buddha in the Orient occur at the same time in the sixth century B.C. Both are powerfully,
perceptively thinking and acting human individuals who, coming out of a past in which
only muystically ordained kings counted and humans were omniexpendable pawns,
produced mathematical tools and philosophies forever thereafter to employ. ]

30. J. Krishnamuri, Triét Gia An,Indian philosopher (1895- 1986 )



Néu t6i biét la Pirc Phdt sé thuyét giang ¢ ddy ngdy mai thi khéng c6 gi trén
thé gian nay co thé ngan can toi den nghe Nguwoi.Va toi sé theo Nguoi suot doi.

[If I knew the Buddha would be speaking here tomorrow, nothing in the world could
stop me from going to listen to him. And I would follow him to the very end.]

31. Lam Ngir Pudng, Lin Yutang (1895- 1976), Tu tudng gia Trung Qudc, Chinese
writer thinker, journalist and playwright

Phdt Gido da chinh phuc Trung Quoc nhw la mét triét Iy va mét tén gido, la
mét triét Iy cho cdc hoc gia va la mét ton gido cho nhitng nguoi binh dan.Trong
khi Khong Gido chia c¢6 mét triét Iy vé dao dirc, Phdt Gido con ¢é mot phiong
phap 16- gic, mét mén siéu hinh hoc va mét 1y thuyét vé kién thirc.

[Buddhism has conquered China as a philosophy and as a religion, as a philosophy for
the scholars and a religion for the common people. Whereas Confucianism has only a

philosophy of moral conduct, Buddhism possesses a logical method, a metaphysics and
a theory of knowledge.]

32. Marie B. Byles (1900- 1979), tdc gid ngudi Uc, Australian author and
mountaineer

Nguoi Ty phwong méi dau dén véi Phét Gido ¢ thé quen thude, hodc véi khoa
hoc hién dai, hoac voi thudt ngir Ki To Giao, han ta nén luén luén ghi nho trong
oc la Duc Phdat khong quan tam dén su hién hitu hay khong hién hitu cua mot
Pdng Toi Cao hay bt cir dé xudt triét Iy triru tuong nao.Ngwoi chi quan tam dén
con dwong, con dwong thue tién, theo do su kho cé thé cham dirt, trong doi nay
ciing nhuw doi sau.

[Whether the Westerner who first approaches the Buddha's teachings be accustomed
to modern scientific or to Christian terminology, he should always bear in mind that the
Buddha was not interested in the existence or non- existence of a Supreme Being or any

other abstract philosophical proposition. He was interested only in the Way, the practical
way, by which suffering may be ended, both here and hereafter. ]

33. Erich Fromm (1900- 1980), Nha Phan Tam Hoc va triét gia Dulc,German
American Psychoanalyst and Social Philosopher

Phat Gido giup con nguoi tim ra mot giai dap cho sy hién hitu cua chinh minh,
tuy nhién giai dap do khong mau thuan véi sw hop 1y, sw hién thuc, va tinh doc
ldp, nhitng thanh qua quy bau cua con nguoi hién dai.Nghich ly thay, tu tuong
tén gido Pong phwong lai thich hop véi tw twong thuan 1y cia Tdy phwong hon
la tw twong ton giao cua chinh Tay phuong.

[Buddhism helps man to find an answer to the question of his existence, yet which
does not contradict the rationality, realism, and independence which are modern man's



precious achievements. Paradoxically, Eastern religious thought turns out to be more
congenial to Western rational thought than does Western religious thought itself. ]

34. Justice Christmas Humphreys (1901- 1983), Chanh an ngudi Anh, Eminent
British Judge

Phat giao la mot hé thé'ng tw tuwong, mot ton giao, mot khoa hoc vé tam linh,
mat 16i song hitu 1y, thwe dung va bao qudt. Trong 2500 nam Phdt gido da thoa
man nhu cau tinh than cia gan mét phan ba nhén loai. Tén gido nay hap dan déi
voi nhitng nguoi di tim chdn Iy vi Phdt gido khong co nhiing tin Ly, dap ing duoc
nhitng nhu cdu vé Iy tri cing nhuw vé tam linh ciia con nguoi, nhan manh vé long
tw tin di d6i véi do lwong doi véi nhitng quan diém khdc, bao gom khoa hoc, tén
gido, triét hoc, tam 1y hoc, huyén nhiém, dao dirc va my thudt, nham vdo riéng
con nguoi la ké sang tao ra chinh doi nay cua minh va ciing chinh minh la nguoi
phdc hoa ra sé mang ciia minh.

[Buddhism is a system of thought, a religion, a spiritual science and a way of life which
is reasonable, practical and all- embracing. For 2,500 years it has satisfied the spiritual
needs of nearly one third of mankind. It appeals to those in search of truth because it
has no dogmas, satisfies the reason and the heart alike, insists on self- reliance coupled
with tolerance for other points of view, embraces science, religion, philosophy,

psychology, mysticism, ethics and art, and points to man alone as the creator of his
present life and sole designer of his destiny.]

35. Nancy Wilson Ross (1901- 1986), Ky gia My, American Journalist, War
Correspondent and Author.

Vé sw thiét Igp Teang doan Phdt Gido, Arnold Toynbee néi rang dé la mét thanh
qua xa hoi lon lao hon la sy thanh lap han ldm vién Plato.

[Of the establishment of the Buddhist Sangha, Arnold Toynbee has said that it was a
greater social achievement than the founding of the Platonist academy in Greece. ]

36. J. Robert Oppenheimer ( 1904- 1967), Vat Ly Gia My,American Physicist

“Thi du, néu chiing ta héi, phdi ching vi tri ciia dién tir (electron) khdng thay
doi? ching ta phdi trd loi “khong phai vay”; phai chang vi tri cia dién tir thay
doi véi thoi gian? ching ta phdi tra loi “khéng phdi vay”;phdi chang dién tir
ding yen? chung ta phai tra loi “khong phai vdy”' phai chang dién tir dang di
chuyén? chung ta phai tra loi “khong phai vdy”.Dirc Phdt da tra loi nhu vay khi
dwoc hoi vé tinh trang cua cdi nga cua con nguoi sau khi chét; nhung nhitng cau

tra 167 nay khéng quen thudc trong truyén thong ciia khoa hoc trong thé ky 17 va
18.”

[If we ask, for instance, whether the position of the electron remains the same, we
must say 'no’; if we ask whether the electron's position changes with time, we must say



'no’; if we ask whether the electron is at rest, we must say 'no'; if we ask whether it is in
motion, we must say 'no'. The Buddha has given such answers when interrogated as to
the conditions of a man's self after his death; but they are not familiar answers for the
tradition of seventeenth and eighteenth century science. ]

37. Giao su Steve Hagen, trong cu6n “Phdt Gidao, ro rang va don
gian” (Buddhism: Plain & Simple)

Phit gido thue sw khéng phdi la mét chi thuyét (Mot “ism”).Phdt gido la mot
qua trinh, mot su tinh thiec, mot sw mo rong long, mot tinh than tim hiéu — khong
phdi la mét hé thong ddt tat ca trén niém tin, hay ngay ca (nhw ching ta thuong
hiéu) la mét ton gido.Pung hon phdi goi Phdt Gido la “sw gidng day ciia bdc tinh
thuec”, hoac “Phdt Phap”.

[Real Buddhism is not really an “ism”.It's a process, an awareness, an openness, a

spirit of inquiry — not a belief system, or even (as we normally understand it) a religion.It
is more accurate to call it “the teaching of the awakened,”, or the Buddha- Dharma]

38. J. Bronowski (1908- 1974), Tac gia va Triét Gia Kho Hoc My. American Author
and Philosopher of Science

S tién héa ciia con nguoi gan ddy chdc chan la bat dau bcing sw phdt trién ciia
doéi tay, va sw chon loc ciia b oc, ddc biét ding dé diéu khién do tay. Chiing ta
cam thdy vui suéng trong nhitng hanh dong cua chung ta, cho nén doi véi nha
my thudt ban tay la mot biéu twong chinh; thi du ban tay cua Puc Phdt da cho
CoN nguwoi mon qua tang cua nhan loai trong mot cw chi an lac, mon qua cua vo
ay.

[The recent evolution of man certainly begins with the advancing development of the
hand, and the selection of a brain, which is particularly adept at manipulating the hand.
We feel the pleasure of that in our actions, so that for the artist the hand remains a major

symbol; the hand of the Buddha, for instance, giving man the gift of humanity in a gesture
of calm, the gift of fearlessness.]

39. U Thant (1910- 1974),Téng Thu Ky Lién Hiép Quéc, Burmese Educator, Diplomat
and Secretary General of the United Nations

La mot Phét tir, t6i dwoce ddo tao dé cé tinh than khoan nhwong voi moi thir trie
sw bat khoan nhwong.Téi dwoc nudi nang khéng chi dé phat trién long khoan
dung, ma con tran quy nhitng gia tri tam linh vao dao durc, dac biét la long khiém
nhuong, nhan di, tw bi, va, quan trong nhat la, dat toi mot trinh do nao do vé can
bang ndi tam.

[As a Buddhist, I was trained to be tolerant of everything except intolerance. I was
brought up not only to develop the spirit of tolerance, but also to cherish moral and



spiritual qualities, especially modesty, humanity, compassion, and, most important, to
attain a certain degree of emotional equilibrium.]

40. Tién si E. F. Schumacher, CBE. (1911- 1977), Hoc Gia Anh, British Rhodes
Scholar, Economist, Journalist andEconomic Adviser to The National Coal Board from
1950- 1970

Trong khi nhitng nguwoi theo chii nghia vét chat chi quan tém dén vt chat thi
Phdt Gido quan tam chinh dén sy gidi thodt.Nhung Phdt Gido la “Trung Pao”
cho nén Phat Gido khéng doi khang véi sw thodi mdi vé vit chat. Khong phdi la
ciia cdi ngdn can con dwong gidi thodt ma la sw chdp vdo cia cdi, khong phdi la
sw hwong nhitng thii vui lanh manh ma la sw ham muén nhitng thii vui nay.

[While the materialist is mainly interested in goods, the Buddhist is mainly interested
in liberation. But Buddhism is "The Middle Way' and therefore in no way antagonistic to

physical well- being. It is not wealth that stands in the way of liberation but the
attachment to wealth; not the enjoyment of pleasurable things but the craving for them.

]

41. Linh muc Thomas Merton (1915- 1968), American Catholic Priest, Author and
Social Crtics

Phat Giao la mot trang thdi cua tam hon la motdinh ché chinh thé’ng cé t6
chirc. Phdt Gido khong dat muc dich trén mot sw giai thodt than hoc ma la sy lam
sdng t6 hoan toan tam thirc. Phét Gido la mét cach song hon la con dwong tho
phung.

[Buddhism is much less a matter of organized and institutional orthodoxy than a state
of mind. Buddhism does not aim directly at theological salvation but a total clarification
of consciousness. It is not so much a way of worshipping as a way of being.]

42, Egerton C. Baptist (1915- 1983), Hoc gia, tac gia cudn "Supreme Science of the
Buddha"

Phdt Gido bdt dau ¢ ché khoa hoc cham dirt. Khoa hoc khéng cho chiing ta su
bdo dam gi & noi ddy.Nhung Phdt Gido ¢ thé ddp vmg sw thach thire cia thuyét
nguyén tir, vi kién thirc & trén mire binh thwong ciia Phdt Gido bdt dau ¢ noi ma
khoa hoc cham dirt.Va diéu nay khd ré rang cho bdt cir ai dd nghién ciru vé Phdt
Gido.Boi vi, qua thién dinh, nhitng cau tir c& nguyén tir tao thanh vat chat da
duwoc thcfy va cam nhan, va nhirng sy kho, véi sw sinh va diét cuia chung, da tw tao
ra trong cdi ma ching ta goi la linh hon hay nga - do twong cia chdp ngd, nhie
giao ly cua Purc Phdt day.

[Buddhism begins where science ends.Science can give no assurance herein. But

Buddhism can meet the Atomic Challenge, because the supramundane knowledge of
Buddhism begins where science leaves off. And this is clear enough to anyone who has



made a study of Buddhism. For, through Buddhist Meditation, the atomic constituents
making up matter have been seen and felt, and the sorrow, or unsatisfactoriness (or
Dukkha), of their 'arising and passing away' (dependent on causes) has made itself with
what we call a 'soul’ or 'atma' - the illusion of Sakkayaditthi, as it is called in the Buddha's
teaching.” ]

43. John H. Garabedian & Orde Coombs, tac gia, trong cu6n Eastern Religions In
The Electric Age”:

Chua Ki- T6 da chét — Phdt con song.
[Christ is dead — Buddha Lives]
44, L. Adam Beck, Tac gia My, An American Traveler and author

Nhitnggido Iy ciia vi Hodng tir An B¢ thiee sw khéng cé gi phdi e ngai khoa
hoc.Phat Gido la, trong moi truong hop, mot chan ly da khong chi anh huong
dén nhing tw twong gia xudt scc ciia Hi Lap va Ré- ma, ma con dén nhitng gido
Iy Ki Té thuo ban dau — sinh sau Phdt Gido khodng nam, séu tram nam.Phdt Gido
day tir di doi véi moi niém tin, khéng bao hanh va chéng doi niém tin ndo khdc
véi Phat Gido, va do6 la nhitng diéu cé thé thdy dé dang trong gido 1y ciia Phdt
Giao.

[The teachings of the Indian Prince has indeed nothing to dread from science.Buddhism
is, at all events, a truth which influenced not only the mightiest thinkers of Greece and
Rome, but also the beginnings of Christian teachings - which it antedated by five or six
hundred years.It may well claim kindred with all the great faiths, persecuting and
opposing none which differ with it, and this for reasons which are easily seen in the
teachings themselves. ]

45, Tién si Amadou- Mahtar, M 'Bow, Director - General, UNESCO

Théng diép ciia Pirc Thé Ton vé chdn 1y, hoa binh, tir bi va long khoan nhwong
nay van thich hop nhir da tirng thich hop trong nhiéu thé ky truée.Thoi gian qua
dd lam cho anh hong cia Phét Gido ngay cang sdng chéi hon.Chii nghia vt chdt
lan tran va sw theo duéi s thanh céng cd nhan véi moi gid da lam xoi mon tinh
huynh dé va cong dong. Trong nhitng trieong hop nhw vdy, can phainho va truyen
ba théng diép vé tir bi ciia Pirc Phdt sao cho sw thit hdn ¢6 thé dwoc thay thé béi
long thirong yéu, thay thé tranh dau bang hoa binh, va doi dau bang sw hop tdc.

[Lord Buddha's message of truth, peace, compassion and tolerance is as relevant as it
was many centuries ago. The passage of time has made its flame shine with greater
luminosity. Rampant materialism and the pursuit of individual success at all costs have
eroded the ties of brotherhood and community. In these circumstances, it is necessary
to remember and propagate the message of compassion of Lord Buddha so that hatred
can be replaced by love, strife by peace and confrontation by co- operation.]



46. Javier Perez De Cuellar, Tong Thur Ky Lién Hiép Quéc, Secretary General
of United Nation

Théng diép ciia Pirc Phdt vé tir bi va hién than phuc vu nhén logi thi nay thich
ung hon bao gio hét trong lich sw.Hoa binh, dwoc hiéu nhw la vién twong vuot
lén trén ranh gioi quoc gia la van dé cap bach cho thoi dai nguyén tur bat an cua
ching ta.

[Buddha's message of compassion and devotion to the service of humanity is more

relevant today than at any other time in history. Peace, understanding and a vision that
transcends purely national boundaries are imperatives of our insecure nuclear age. ]

47. Andrew Harvey, tac gia ngudi Anh, British author, poet and Fellow of All Souls
College, Oxford

Té6i thdy triét Iy Phdt Gido la luong tw tuéng lam cho téi mé boi suphdn tich
binh tinh va can ban vé long ham muon, su tir bé ciia Phdt Gido vé moi cuong do
tw lam cho minh bi tham ma toi da Sé’ng theo do, va sw hita hen cua Phat gido vé
kha nang dat dwoc mot sy thanh thdt manh mé vo tu.

[I found Buddhist philosophy is a way of thought that enthralled me by its calm and
radical analysis ~ of  desire, its  rejection of all the  self-
dramatisiting intensities by which I lived, and its promise of a possible strong and
unsentimental sincerity.]

48. Robert J. Hawke, Thi Tudng Uc, Rhodes Scholar, Trade Union Leader from 1983
and Prime Minister of Australia

Quan niém ciia Phét Gido vé chiing ta tién t6i trang thdi khong thé mé ta dwoc
qua mét sé kiép thi vé phwong dién tri thire théa man dau 6¢ cia téi hon la niém
tin trong Ki T6 Gido, rang chiing ta chi sinh ra ¢6 mét lan va dwoc ném vao nhimng
trieong hop c6 thé rat giau cé hay vinh quang, nhung ching ta hodac dén véi Thién
Chua hodac khong la dat can. ban trén mot doi song do. Téi chwa dén dp theo
Phét Gido nhung téi thdy rang, va van thdy nhw viy, Phdt Gido thi vé cing
hop ¥ hon la triét Iy ciia Do Thdi — Ki T6.

[Buddhist concept that you progress towards the Ineffable through a number of
existences seemed to me much more intellectually satisfying than the Christian belief that
you come just once and are cast into circumstances maybe of great wealth or of great
moment, but that you come to God or don't come to God on the basis of that one life. I

was never on the point of embracing Buddhism but I found, and still find, it infinitely
more satisfying than the Judeo- Christian philosophy.]

49, Gnanatiloka, hoc gia ngudi bic:
Mot s6 nguoi cho rang Phdt Gido la mét ton gido toi tam buon té.Khong phdi
vay, ton giao nay sé lam cho cdc tin do sang da va vui twoi.Khi chung ta doc



nhitng chuyén sinh ra doi ciia B6 Tat, vi Phdt twong lai, chiing ta biét dwoc rang
cdc Ngai dd tu tap hanh kién nhan va chiu dung dé hoan thién nhw thé nao, diéu
nay sé giup chung ta vui vé ngay ca trong luc chung ta gap nhirng kho khan va
hoan hi trong sy an sinh cua tha nhan.

[Some people thinhk that Buddhism is a dark and melancholy religion..It is not so; it
will make its followers bright and cheerful. When we read the birth stories of Boddhisatva,
the future Buddha, we learn hos He cultivated the perfection of patience and forbearance,
it will help us to be cheerful even in the midst of grea troubles and to take delight in
other’s welfare>]

50. Prof. Walter Kaufmann, Triét gia My, American philosopher and author .

Phao- Lé ghép tinh yéu thirong véi dirc tin va hi vong, va nhdn thirc ciia éng ta
vé tinh yéu thuong dinh liu téi dire tin va hi vong. Ong ta néi, “tinh yéu thuong”
la “tin vao moi thir, hi vong vao moi thit”.Tinh yéu thiwong t6i muon néi dén
khdng tin vao moi thit, hi vong moi thit. Tinh yéu thuong khong phai la thir tinh
yeéu thirong mat di khi khéng cé hi vong hay dire tin.Khi nao ma tinh yéu thuong
con can dén sw uing ho cia dire tin va hi vong, thi no chang hon gi tinh yéu rong
tuéch ciia con tré. Pirc Phdt biét rang tinh yéu thirong mang dén “sy dau long va
khé s6, dau khé, nudi tiéc va thdt vong; va Nguwoi da khuyén ching ta dirng bi
rang buoc vao no.Tinh yéu thwong ma toi coi nhu la mot dirc tinh khong phai la
tinh yéu thwong mu quang cua nhiing tinh nhan hay long tin cdy, tinh yéu thuwong
voi hi vong cua Phao- L6, ma la tinh yéu thuong ma Dirc Phdt biét va van yéu,
véi déi mdt mé to..

[Paul couples love with faith and hope, and his conception of love involves faith and
hope: "Love," he says, "believes all things, hopes all things." The love I mean does not
believe all things and hope all things. It survives disillusionment and persists in despair.
Love is not love that ceases without hope or faith. As long as faith and hope support it,
it is hardly more than puppy love. The Buddha knew that love brings "hurt and misery,
suffering, grief and despair"; and he advised detachment. The love I consider a virtue is
not a blind love of the lovers or the trusting, hopeful love of Paul, but the love that knows
what the Buddha knew and still loves, with open eyes. ]

51. William Mac Quilty, Thuoc Hiép HOi Bia Du Hoang Gia Anh, British Award
winning film maker, Traveller and Fellow of The Royal Geographical Society.

Ngay nay khoa hoc dang thach do tinh chat hitu han ciia bo éc¢ con nguoi, mot
bé éc gom c6 khodng muwoi ty té bao c6 thé kich thich bang dién da dwoc dat
chwong trinh véi nhitng ban nang cia chiéu dai lich sir va nhan thire dwege nhiing
khdi niem moi la dung hay sai.Toan bo nhiing 1é bao nay tao nén nhan cdach luon
thay déi ciia chiing ta va bi cdt di mét phan boi phdu thudt hay thay déi nhip do
bang nhitng “séc dién” sé thay doi tinh tinh ciia ching ta.Bang nhitng phirong



phdp thé thién do, long hiéu chién c6 thé tré thanh so hdi, long hdn thit c6 thé tro
thanh long yéu thuwong — nhung thdt la tot hon nhiéu nhitng tinh tinh nay dwoc
thay doi boi sy nhan thire sdu sdc vé nhitng thyc tai ma triét ly cua Duc Phat da
dat trong tay cua chung ta.

[Today science is challenging the finite quality of the human brain, a brain consisting
of some 10,000 million electrically stimulated cells programmed with the instincts of our
long history and receptive to new notions whether true or false. The aggregate of these
cells provides our ever- changing personality and their partial removal by surgery or
altered rhythm by shock treatment changes our character. By such crude methods,
aggression can be turned into fear, hatred to affection - how much better that they should
be changed by appreciation of the realities that the philosophy of Buddha has placed in
our hands. ]

52. Juan Mascan, Nha Gido Duc Tay Ban Nha,Spanish Academic andEducationalist,
Lecturer at Cambridge University

Thong diép cua Durc Phat la mot thong diép hi lac. Nguoi da kiém ra mét kho
chdu bdau va Nguoi muon ching ta hdy di theo con dwong dan téi kho chdu bdu
d6.Nguwoi bdo ching ta la ching ta dang song trong sy t6i tam sdu tham, nhung
Nguoi cting bao ching ta la co ¢6 mot con dwong dan tGi anh sang.Nguoi muon
ching ta tréi gidy tir mot doi song mong twong 1én mot doi séng cao hon, mot doi
song ma con I’lgu’O’l co tinh thuong yéu ma khong co sw thit han, con nguoi giip
do lan nhau ma khong gay phwong hai cho nhau.Loti kéu goi cua Nguoi thi pho
quat, vi Nguoi kéu goi dén Iy triva dén kha néng tiém an trong moi nguwoi chiing
ta: chinh ching ta phdi co gang Duc Phdt vi dai trong qud khw chi chi
duwong.Nguwoi da dat dwoc mot vién tuwong hoa hop cao siéu va tri tué bang cach
dat chan 1y tam linh qua kinh nghiém; va chi c6 kinh nghiém méi cé thé théa man
dau é¢ ciia con nguoi hién dai.Nguwoi muon ching ta phdi quan st va tinh thire
va Nguoi muon ching ta hay tim kiém va thay.

[The message of the Buddha is a message of joy. He found a treasure and he wants
us to follow the path that leads us to the treasure. He tells man that he is in deep
darkness, but he also tells him that there is a path that leads to light. He wants us to
arise from a life of dreams into a higher life where man loves and does not hate, where
a man helps and does not hurt. His appeal is universal, because he appeals to reason
and to the universal is us all: It is you who must make the effort. The Great of the past
only show the way.' He achieved a superior harmony of vision and wisdom by placing
spiritual truth on the crucial test of experience; and only experience can satisfy the mind

of modern man. He wants us to watch and be awake and he wants us to seek and to
find. ]

53. Peter Mathiessen American Novelist, Naturalist and Explorer.Winner of
The National Book Award in 1979



I have so often tried to isolate the quality of "Zen" * which attracted me so powerfully
to its literature and later to the practice of zazen #. But since the essence of Zen might
well be what one teacher called the moment- by- moment awakening of mind, there is
little that may sensibly be said about it without succumbing to that breathless, mystery-
ridden prose that drives so many sincere aspirants in the other direction. In zazen, one
may hope ~ penetrate the ringing stillness of the universal mind.

54. Prof. Jacob Needleman, Hoc gia, Gidao su Triét, Scholar, Author and Professor
for philosophy at San Francisco State College

Trong nhitng nha ton giao Ion tren thé gidi, khéng cé nguwoi nao la hién than
va song véi ¥ twong la thuce thé chung cung thi ngoai khd ndng cia dau éc binh
thwo‘ng mot cach trong sang va tap trung tw tiwong nhu Dirc Phat. Piéu nay phan
ndo gidi thich tai sao nhitng bai thuyét Phdp cua Dirc Phat khong noi gi ve, thi
du nhu s hién hitu ciia mét Pdng Cao Siéuhay vé doi song bt diét..

[Of all the great religious teachers of the world, none has incarnated and lived the idea
that ultimate reality is beyond the grasp of the ordinary mind with such purity and
concentration as the Buddha. This, in part, explains why the Buddha's discourses say
nothing about the existence of a Supreme Being, for example, or about immortality . .]

55. Lucien Stryk, tac gia , thi si My, American author, poet and Winner of Isaac
Rosenbaum Poetry Award

Phdt Gido, tot dep hau hét cdc ton gido khac, co ve nhu thich iing voi doi song
hién dai.Nhiéu nguwoi cho rang Phdt Gido la nhw vay, ngoal cac diéu khac, khong
chi la mét phwong phdp tw tim hiéu chinh minh, ma con la nguén nhiing y kién dé
dinh hudng xd hoi chwa hé cé sy twong dwong trong Tdy phuong.

[Buddhism, better than most religions, seems to have adapted to modern life. Many
considering it to be, among other things, not only a method of self discovery but a source
of ideas for social orientation without equal in the West.]

56. Robert H Thousless, Hoc Gia Ki- To ngudi Anh, MA., PhD, Sc.D. British.
Distinguish Christian scholar, author, Fellow of the British Psychological Society and
Fellow of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge.

Téi tin rang Phdt Gido rat thich hop véi tu twong cia thoi dai nay.Cén ban la,
nhitng tw twong cua Phat Gido thi cung logi voi nhitng duwong [0i suy nghi trong
khoa hoc.

[I believe that Buddhism is very relevant to the thought of the present day. Basically,

its thought is familiar to us because it is the same kind of thinking as that employed in
science.]

57. Prof. Hugh Tinker, Gido su dai hoc Luan Don, Professor of government
andpolitics at the school of Orient and African Studies, London University



Thoi ky giita thé ky 7 va 5 tredc thoi dai thong thuong [Before Common Era]
da thdy xudt hién mét nhén vat vi dai nhat, “Anh Sang Cua A Chdu”: Pirc Phdt
Co Pam.Mot gido Iy diét trir tham, sdn si, trong dé mét Thién Chiia toan ndng
khéng c6 ché dimg, ¢ vé nhw la yém thé, tuy nhién Phdt Gido khéng phdi la tén
gido tiéu cuc ma dat nang trén y chi tu do va long khiém nhuwong.Su quan trong
ciia long tir bi. Long tir thién va cing dwong, tat cd té hop lai dé tao ra mét tén
gido cia sw dam am va tinh thirong yéu.

[The period between the seventh and fifth century BCE saw the birth of the greatest
of all, 'the Light of Asia' Gautama the Buddha . . . A doctrine of annihilation of greed,
hatred and delusion, in which an omnipotent God has no place, might seem one of
profound pessimism, yet Buddhism was saved from being negative by the emphasis

placed on free- will and humility. The importance of compassion, of charity and alms
giving, all combined to generate a religion of warmth and love.]

58. Paul Carus, tac gia cu6n sach ndi ti€ng "The Gospel of Buddha" , mét cudn
sach da dudc dich ra nhiéu th( ti€ng nhu Nhat, Trung Hoa, Buc, Phap, Tay Ba Nha
V...V...va la ngudi da bao trg cho Daisetz Suzuki sang My d€ truyén ba dao Phat ma éng
goi la "Ton Giao cua Khoa Hoc" tuy 6ng khong phai la mét Phat tir.Paul Carus cho
réng: "Néu cdc ton gido cé Tdy Phwong dwoc tinh khiét hoa bang cach bo di
nhitng sai lam, nghia la nhitng mé tin va diéu vé 1y trong do, thi c¢é thé hoa hop
duoc voi Khoa hoc”.Paul Carus da tan tung Birc Phat nhu la: "Nguoi ddu tién thuc
chimg; nguoi dau tién phat trién chii nghia nhan dao; nguoi dau tién cé tw twong
tw do cdp tién; nguwoi dau tién da phd Than twong; va la nha tién tri dau tién vé
ton gido cua khoa hoc."

59. Tién si E. Graham Howe, Bac si nguGi Anh, MB. BS. DPM. , Eminent British
Physician

"Doc mét chiit vé Phét Gido ta ciing co thé nhdn thirc dwoc rcing, tir 2500 nam
trwée, Phdt Gido da biét vé nhimng vcfn dé méi vé tam Iy nhiéu hon la ching ta
thuwong biét t6i.Ho nghién ciru nhiing van dé nay tir lau va ciing da tim raphuong
thire gidi quyét chiing. Ngay nay ching ta chi khdm phd lai tri tué théng thdi co
xwa cua Bong phuwong."

(To read a little Buddhism is to realize that the Buddhists knew, 2,500 years ago, far
more about modern problems of psychology than they have been given credit for.They
studied these problems long ago and found the answers also.We are now rediscovering
the ancientwisdom of the East.)

60. Sangharakshita, Hoc gia Anh, trong cudn "Phat Gido va Tay Phuwong:Su Hoi
Nhdp cua Phat Giao Vao Xa Hoi Tay Phuong” (Buddhism and The West: The
Integration of Buddhism into Western Society), giai thich nhu sau:



Trong 2500 nam lich sit, bat cir téi ddu thi Phdt Gido ciing nhdp vao nén vin
héa dia phiwong mét cach phong phii va sinh dong.Déi véi Phdt Gido thi diéu nay
c6 nghia la Phdt Gido cé nhitng dang bay t6 y kién va truyén thong méi ciing nhuw
nhitng phwong phdp truyén dao khdc biét nhau mét cach dang ké.Phdt Gido da
mang toi nhitng xa hoi dia phirong nhitng Iy twong moi, y tirong moi, 16 song dao
dirc moi, va doi song xd hdi, van héa, nghé thudt méi mé - thuong la mot sw bién
doi tdn goc.

Ngay nay Phdt Gido dang di téi Tdy phwong, va cdin cit trén cach chdap hanh
nghiém chinh nhitng nguyén tac va thue hanh Phat Gido ciia nhitng nguoi Tdy
phuwong thi ching ta khéng con nghi ngo gi nita la lich si sé€ lai tdi dién.Phdt
Gido dang tién t6i s héi nhdp vdo cdc xd hoi Tay phwong.

(Wherever Buddhism has traveled during its 2500 year history it has entered into a rich
and dynamic relationship with its host cultures.For Buddhism this has meant new forms
of expression and communication as well as considerable differences in emphasis and
approach.To its surrounding societies have come new ideals, new ideas, new ethical

standards, fresh social, cultural, artistic life - indeed, rarely anything less than radical
transformation.

Now Buddhism is coming to the West, and judging from the seriousness with which
many Westerners are taking to its principles and practices, there can be no doubt that
history is going to repeat itself.Buddhism is about to become integrated into Western
society.)

61. Joseph L. Daleiden, mot hoc gia Ca- T0, trong cudn Sur Mé Tin Cuoi Cung (The
Final Superstition), xuat ban nam 1994, sau khi phan tich va danh gia cai gia tai Do Thai
- Ki T6 (A Critical and Evaluation of the Judeo- Christian Legacy), d& dé nghi nhitng Tin
Nguong Khdc Thay Cho Théin Gido (Alternatives to Theism).Vé Phat Gido tac gia viét,
trang 424:

Loi gii thiéu hay nhat vé Phdt Gido la, giong nhw Khéng gido, hé thong tin
nguong nay da hién hitu trong 25 thé ky ma khong hé c6 mét cuéc Thanh Chién,
mét Toa An Xuk Di Gido, hay mét toan tinh dé quoc nao nham xam chiém va phd
huty nén van héa ciia mot déan téc khde. (Nhitng san pham dic thi cia Ki T6 Gido.
TCN)

(The best recommendation for Buddhism is that, like Confucianism, this belief system
has existed for twenty- five centuries without a single Crusade, Inquisition, or imperialist
attempt to invade and destroy the culture of another people.)

62. William Hunter trong cudn Luwoc Sur Dan Toc An Do (A Brief History of the
Indian People):

Tat ca nhitng tén gido A Péng déu phdi biét on Phdt Gido vé gido Iy dao dirc
cao quy nhat ma gid tri cua ton gidao nay con hitu hiéu cho toi ngay nay, ma tot



dinh cia gido Iy nay la long tir bi doi véi moi chiing sinh, gido 1y ciia Bang Toan
Giac.
(All Asiatic religions are indebted to Buddhism for the noblest moral element that is

effective even today, which culminates in kindness to all that lives and breathes, the
doctrind of the perfectly Awakened One)

63. Giao su' P. V. Bapat trong cuén “2500 Phat Gido” (2500 years of Buddhism):

*Khéng c¢é mot trang lich sir nao ciia Phdt gido khing khiép béi dnh sdng cia
ngon liva ciia toa an di gido, hay bi lam den béi lan khéi dot chay di gido hay cdc
thi tir dan gian, hay bi nhuom do voi mau cua cac ngn nhdn vo tgi vi han thu ton
gido. Phdt gido chi dung mét thanh gueom, dé la gwom Tri tué va chi biét mot ké
thi, d6 la Vé minh. D6 la chimng tich cia lich sir khong thé chéi cdi duwoc.

[Not a single page of Buddhist history has ever been lurid with the light of inquisitorial
fires, or darkened with the smoke of heretic or heathen cities ablaze, or red with blood
of the guiltless victims of religious hatred. Buddhism wields only one sword, the sword of

wisdom, and recognises only one enemy = ignorance. This is the testimony of history,
and is not to be gain- said.]

*Phdt Gido thuc sy la lan gio xudn théi tir dau nay toi dau kia cia can vieon A
Chdu va lam né ra, khéng nhitng chi nhitng béng sen ¢ An B, ma con lam né
nhitng hoa héng & Ba T, hoa dén dai ¢ Tich Lan, the zebina of Tibet, hoa cuc o
Trung Hoa, hoa anh dao & Nhdt Ban v..v.. Toan bé van héa A Chdu la van héa
Phat Gido.Khong co noi nao ngoai Dong Phwong ma tu tuong Phdt Gido lai co
thé thong nhat MGi quéc gia déu cé cdch rieng dé chdp nhan tw twong Phdt Gido
theo nhu cau dia phwong, nhung khi khoz Dong phwong phai doi dau véi Tay
phwong thi tw twéng Phdt Gido la e noi két nhu’ng quoc gia nay lai voi nhau.

O déy chiing ta can nhdn manh s kién la, néu lich sir Phét Gido cé cho thé
gioi bai hoc nao, thi do la trong su truyén ba dao Pht tir thung liing song Hang
dén nhitng nui da quy 6 mién Nam Tich Lan, cho t0i mién cao nguyén Trung A ¢
phia Bdc, réi téi cac hai ddo nang dm Nhdt Ban & phia Péng, Phdt Gido, vin
héa, vin minh, va gido duc la nhitng ban dong hanh khéng thé tich roi nhau
duoc.

(Buddhism was, in fact a spring wind blowing from one end of the garden of Asia to
the other and causing the bloom not only the lotus of India, but the rose of Persia, the
temple flower of Ceylon, the zebina of Tibet, the chrysanthemum of China and the cherry
blossom of Japan — Asian culture is as a whole, Buddhist culture.It is Buddhist thought
and in no other than India, China and Japan, representing the East, could be a united
one.Each nationality has its own caracteristic modes of adopting the thought to its
environment needs, but when the East as a unity to confront thw West, Buddhist thought
supplies the bond.



Here it would suffice to emphasize the fact that if the history of Buddhism in Asia has
any lesson for the world today, it is that: in their long trek from the burning marl of the
Gangetic to the gem encrusted rocks of Ceylon in the South, the wind- swept uplands of
Central Asia in the North, and the sun- confronting islands of Japan in the East, Buddhism,
culture, civilization and education were inseparable friends and companions)

64. Giao su Max Muller, Hoc gia nguGi Buc [A German Scholar].

Dirc Phgt la hi¢n than cia tit cd cdc divc hanh ma Ngai thuyet gidng. Trong
thanh qua ciia sudt 45 nam dai hoang phdp, Ngai dd chuyén tat ca nhing loi noi
cua Ngai thanh hanh dong; khong noi nao Ngai buong tha cdi yéu dudi ciia con
nguoi hay duc vong thap hén. Ludn Iy, dgo dirc can ban cia dicc Phdt la toan
héo nhét ma thé giéi chwa bao gio biét dén.

[Buddha was the embodiment of all virtues he preached. During his successful and
eventful ministry of 45 years he translated all his words into action; and in no place did
he give vent to any human frailty, or any base passion. The Buddha-s moral code is the
most perfect which the world has ever known.]

65. Abdul Atahiya, mot thi nhan Hoi Gido.

Néu ban muén thdy ngwoi cao qui nhit ciia loai ngwoi, ban hay nhin vi
Hoang dé trong y phuc mgt ngwoi dan xin; chinh la Ngai do, siéu pham thanh
tinh cua Ngai thdt vi dai giita con nguoi.

[If you desire to see the most noble of mankind, look at the king in beggar’s clothing;
it is he whose sanctity is great among men.]

66. Tién Si S.Radhakrisnan, trong cudn "Puc Phadt Co Pam" [Gautama The
Buddha]

Khi ching ta doc nhitng bai thuyét giang ciia dirc Phdt, chiing ta cam kich boi
tinh than hop 1y ciia Ngai. Con dwong dao dirc cua Ngai ngay trong quan diém
dau tién la mot quan diém thudn ly. Ngai co gdng quét sach tat cd nhitng mang
nhén giang mdc lam anh hwong dén cdi nhin va dinh ménh ciia nhén logi.

[When we read Buddha’s discourses, we are impressed by his spirit of reason. His
ethical path has for its first step right views, a rational outlook. He endeavours to brush
aside all cobwebs that interfere with mankind'’s vision of itself and its destiny.]

Su thanh tinh cua tam linh va long thuong yéu tat cd sinh vét da dwoc day do
boi dirc Phat. Ngai khong néi dén téi 16i ma chi néi dén vé minh va dién cuong
c6 thé chita khéi béi gide ngé va long thién cam.

[Serenity of spirit and love for all sentient creation are enjoined by the Buddha. He

does not speak of sin, but only of ignorance and foolishness which could be cured by
enlightenment and sympathy.]



Khéng mot 1oi thé bao nao dwoc thiy thét ra tiv noi dirc Phét trong con tirc
gidn, chwa tung co mot loi tho bao dwoc thdy trén moi diec Phdt ké ca trong luc
tinh co.

[There was never an occasion when the Buddha flamed forth in anger, never an
incident when an unkind word escaped his lips.]

67. Moni Bagghee, trong cudn "Durc Phdt Cua Chung Ta" [Our Buddha]

Piéu dang chii y nhdt noi dirc Phdt la s két hop gan nhw déc nhat ciia mét dau
éc khoa hoc tram tinh va thi¢én cam sau xa cua long tir tam. T, hé gidi ngay nay
ngay cang huéng vé dirc Phdt, vi Ngdi la nguwoi duy nhdt tiéu biéu cho lwong tam
cua nhan loai.

Putc Phdt la nha tién phong thuong yéu nhén loai, va la mot triét gia siéu pham
trong nhan pham diing cam va sang choi. Ngai co nhiing diéu ma chwa ai co thé
quén duoc la Ngai thuyét phap trong hang say va nhiét tinh vé nguon kién thirc.
Vi dai hon, tri tué cia Ngai chinh la dai guwong soi sang.

[The most striking thing about the Buddha is almost a unique combination of a cool

scientific head and profound sympathy of a warm and loving heart. The world today turns
more and more towards the Buddha, for he alone represents the consience of humanity.

The Buddha was a pioneer as a lover of men, and a philosophic genius rolled into a
single vigorous and radiant personality. He had things to say that no man or woman,
after 2500 years of bustling and hustling and chattering round the fountain of knowledge,
can afford to ignore. Greater perhaps than his wisdom was the example he set.]

Phdt gido la mot ton gido vi dai duy nhit ciia thé gigi, mét cach y thire va chan
thuc ton gido ndy dwa trén can ban mot h¢ thong phan tich hop Iy nhiing khé khan
ciia doi séng va cdch thire giai quyét khé khan dy.

[Buddhism is the only great religion of the world that is consciously and frankly based
on a systematic rational analysis of the problems of life and of the way to its solution.]

68.- Tién Si Edward Conze, trong cudn "Phdt giao".,"Buddhism"

Pitc Phdt giong nhu mét lwong y. Mot bdc si phdi biét chan dodn cdc loai bénh
tat, nguyén nhan, thuoc gidi déc va phwong phdp chira tri, phdi biét dp dung
phuwong thuece cho thich hop, cho nén duc Phdt da day Tir Di¢u bé (BOn su that) chi
6 s hién hitu ciia dau kho (Khd d€), nguyén nhdn ciua dau kho (Tap dé), diét trir
kho ndo dé dwoc an lac (Diét dé) va con duwong dua dén diét tan khé dau (Pao dé).

[The Buddha is like a physician. Just as a doctor must know the diagnosis of the
different kinds of illness, their causes, the antidotes and remedies, and must be able to

apply them, so also the Buddha has taught the Four Holy Truths which indicate the range
of suffering, its origin, its cessation, and the way which lead to its cessation. ]



69. M6t hoc gia Ho6i Giao. - A Muslim Scholar

Durc Phat khong phai la cua riéng nguoi Phat t, Ngai la cua toan thé nhan
logi. Gido ly cua Ngaz thong dung cho tdt ca moi nguoi. Tét cd cdc ton gido khai
sang sau Ngai, déu dd mwon rit nhiéu cdc tw twong hay ciia Ngdi.

[The Buddha is not a property of Buddhists only. He is the property of whole mankind.
His teaching is common to everybody. Every religion, which came into existence after the
Buddha, has borrowed many good ideas from the Buddha.]

70. Giao su Lakshimi Narasu, trong cudn "'7Tinh Hoa Cua Phdt giao”, "The
Essence of Buddhism"

Purc Phdt la nguoi cha nhin thdy dan con dang vui choi trong ngon lira thé tuc
nguy hiém, Ngdi ding moi phwong ti¢n dé ciru cac con ra khoi ngéi nha lira va
huéng dan chiing dén noi an lac ciia Niét ban.

[Buddha is one who sees his children playing in the consuming fire of worldliness and
employs different expedients to bring them out of this burning house and lead them to
the safe asylum of Nirvana.]

Diém vinh quang trong Phdt gido la Phdt gido ldy tri tué lam yéu t6 cot 16
ciia sw gidi thodt. Trong Phdt gido, dao ditc (GiGiyva tri tué khéng thé tach roi
nhau. Giéi hinh thanh nén ting cia doi song cao thwong, tri thirc va tri tué la
nhitng yéu t6 kién toan né. Khéng qudn triét vé ludt nhon qud va duyén
sinh (Pratyasamutpada), thi khong thé goi la dao dirc chon chdnh, nguwoi goi la dao
dire chon chanh thi phdi cé dwoc mét ndi qudn va tri thire can thiét nay. Vé lanh
viee nay dao Phdt khdc han véi cdc tén gido khdc. CAc tdn gido thudc nhdt than
gido khaoi diu vOi mjt s6 Iy thuyét gid dinh va khi nhitng gia dinh nay mau
thudn véi sw tién b ciia tri thirc loai nguwoi, thi gia ting thém phién muén. Pao
Phit duwoc thiét Idp trén mét tang dd vitng chdc ciia cdc sw thdt, chinh vi thé khéong
bao gio xa roi anh sang cua tri thuc.

[Itis a glory of Buddhism that it makes intellactual enlightenment an essential condition
of salvation. In Buddhism morality and interlectual enlightenment are inseparable from
one another. While morality forms the basis of the higher life, knowledge and wisdom
complete it. Without a perfect understanding of the law of casuality and transformation
(Pratityasamutpada), no one else can even be said to be truly moral if he does not possess
the necessary insight and knowledge. In this respect Buddhism differs from all other
religions. All montheistic religions start with certain assumption, and when these
assumptions are contradicted by the growth of knowledge it increases sorrow. But
Buddhism starts with no assumptions. It stands on the firm rock of facts, and can
therefore never shun the dry light of knowledge.]

Chi noi vé Phat gido thoi, ta co thé xdc nhdn la ton gido nay thodt khoi tit ca
cuong tin. Phat gido nham tao trong moi ca nhan mot sy chuyén hoa noi tam



bang cdach tw chién thang ldy minh. Lam sao ma Phdt Gido phai nho dén sirc
manh va tién bac hay ca dén sw chinh phuc dé tac dong moi nguoi vao dao? Pirc
Phdt chi ré mét con dwong gidi thodt duy nhat @é cho cd nhéan tw quyét dinh néu
muén theo ton gido nay.

[Of Buddha alone can it be affirmed it is free from all fanaticism. It's aim being to
produce in every man a thorough internal transforming by self conquest, how can it have
a recourse to might or money or even persuasion for effecting conversion? The Buddha

has only shown the way to salvation, and it is left to each individual to decide for himself
if he would follow it.]

71. Giam muc Milman. - Bishop Milman
T6i cang ngay cang cam thdy dirc Thich Ca Mdu Ni gan guii nhadt trong tinh
cach va anh huong cua Ngai, Ngai la Con Puong, la Chén ly va la Sw song.

[I feel more and more that Sakyamuni is the nearest in character and effect to Him
who is the Way, the Truth, and The Life.]

72. Mot Van Hao Au Chau. - A European Writer

Pay la gido 1y ma chiing ta cé thé tin theo. Khéng noi nao trong thé gidi tén
gido, sing bdi va tin nguwong ma chiing ta cé thé tim mét vi gido chii chdi sing
nhw thé! Trong hang loat cdc vi sao, Ngadi la vi tinh tii khong 16, vi dai nhat. Mt
s6 cdc khoa hoc gia, triét gia, cdc nha van héa di tuyén bé vé Ngai “Con Nguwoi
Vi Pai Nhit Chwa Tirng C6”. Anh hdo quang ciia vi Thay vi dai ndy soi sang cdi
thé giGi dau khé va toi tam, giong nhuw ngon hdi diang huéng dan va soi sang nhan
loai.

[Here is a teaching we can follow with confidence. Where in the world of religions, cults
and creeds, can we find a master of such brilliance? In a pageant of stars he was a giant
of the greatest magnitude. Little wonder that scientists, philosophers, and men of
literature have proclaimed Him “the Greatest man ever born”. The radiance of this great

teacher goes through a world of suffering and darkness, like a beacon light to guide and
illuminate mankind.]

73. E. A. Burtt, trong cudn "Durc Phat Twr Bi"(The Compassionate Buddha)

Lich thiép, thanh tinh, tw bi, xuyén qua sw giai thodt khoi long ich ky tham duc,
do la giao ly can ban cua ton gido vi dai A dong cua dao Phat.

[Gentleness, serenity, compasion, through liberation from selfish- craving - are the
fundamental teachings of the great Oriental religion of Buddhism.]

74. Phra Khantipalo, trong cu6n "Dg¢ luong", (Tolerance)

Gido phdp cia dirc Phdt giong nhw mét cdy cau dwoe xdy toan hdo bang thép
linh dong, gio va nuoc khong lam huw dwoc, tw no thich ung phu hop trong moi



trang huong thay doi, nhung dong thoi ciing lam ving chdc thém cau va mé con
dwong an lac vinh citu, dén Niét ban.

[Buddha Dharma is like a bridge well built of flexible steel, it gives a little to wind and
water, it adapts itself to changing circumstances, but at the same time it has secured
foundations and offers a safe way to the Deathless, to Nirvana.]

Hau hét cac tan tin do ciia cdc gido phdi khdc bi kiém sodt béi cac Trudng gido
cua ho va bi cam khong dwoc doc cdc thanh kinh, chu nghia, tap chi, cac loai
sach bo tui hay hoc thuyét cua ton gido khac. Viéc nay rat hiém thay trong Phdt
giao.

[Most meophytes of some other religions are controlled by their Guru and are forbidden

to read the scriptures, doctrines, magazines, booklets and tracts of other religions. This
very rarely happens within Buddhism.]

75. Charles T. Gorham.

Chdc chan tir mién Péng Phirong huyén bi, noi dat me mdu mé cia ton gido,
cho chung ta su kham pha trung thuc noi Phdt giao tw khi ton gido nay cho chung
ta biét nén dao dirc huy hoang va sy thanh khiét tiém an sdu xa trong ban tinh tr
nhién cua con nguoi khong can dén mét than linh ndo khdc ma ban tinh nay von
tiém an trong tdm ciia con nguwoi va thirc tinh ho bién thanh cudc soéng vinh quang.

[Surely the mysteriously East, that fertile mother of religions, has given us in Buddhism
a true revelation, since it makes known to us the moral beauty and purity that lies in the
deep of human nature needing no other divinity than that which abides in the human
heart to awake them into living glory.]

76. Hazrat Inayat Khan, Hoc gia Hoi Gido, trong cudn " Thong Diép Sufi"(The Sufi
Message)

Sir mang ciia dire Phét quda la déc ddo riéng biét, vi thé cho nén sir mang nay
dirng biét ldp khdc han cdc tén gido khdc trén thé gidi. Sir mang cua Ngai la mang
Iy twong cua nhitng con chim dang bay trong khong trung vé gan voi trai dat, boi
1¢ thure phdm dé nuéi song chiing thudc vé trdi dat.

[The mission of the Buddha was quite unique in it's character, and therefore it stands
quite apart from the many other religions of the world. His mission was to bring the birds
of idealism flying in the air nearer to the earth, because the food for their bodies belonged
to the earth.]

77. Francis Story, trong cuén "Phdt giao, Mot Ton Gido T hé Gidi",(Buddhism as
World Religion)

Ly thuyét ciia Phdt phdp vin diing vitng ngay nay khong bi anh huwong boi tién
trinh cua thoi gian va sy tang truong kién thire, van giit nguyén nhir hic ban ddu
bay t6. Dii cho kién thirc khoa hoc ting tién dén thé nao trén chan troi tri éc cia



con nguoi, trong pham vi Gido phdp (Dhamma) ciing van cé cho dé thira nhan va
dong héa cdac khdm phd xa hon nita. Vé phwong dién thu hit cia R thuyét nay
khéng dwa vao cdc khdi niém gioi han ciia cdc tw twong so khai, vé phwong dién
kha nang ciing khong bi l¢ thuoc vao nhitng phu dinh cua tw tuong.

[The doctrines of Buddha Dhamma stand today, as unaffected by the march of time
and the expansion of knowledge as when they were first enunciated. No matter to what
lengths increase scientific knowledge can extend man’s mental horizon, within the frame
work of the Dhamma there is room for the acceptance and assimilation of the further

discovery. It does not rely for it's appeal upon limited concepts of primitive minds not for
it's power upon the negation of thought.]

78. Giam Muc Gore, trong cudn”"Dirc Phdat va Chua Christ"(Buddha and the
Christ.)

Phat gido nhu chung ta dang thay, nhiing gi da dwoc ghi chép suu tap lai rdt
la thuc té, khong phdi la mét hé thong gid thuyét ciia thoi dai so khai, vé phwong
dién nay Phdt gido dam théach thirc véi cde tén gido khdc.

[It is Buddhism as we find it actually recorded, not hypothetical primitive system, which
still forms a challenge to other religions.]

79. Anagarika Dharmapala, trong cudn "Cdi No Ciia Thé Gidi Poi Véi Dire
Phat". (The World debt to Buddha)

25 thé ky qua, An D6 muc kich mét cude cach mang vé tri thirc va vé ton giao
lén dén cao dé da lat dé chii nghia doc than, gioi giao st vi ky,va thiét ldp mot ton
gido tong hop, mét hé thong dnh sing va tw twong dwoc goi la Gido
phap (Dhamma), mét Triét hoc Tén gido.

[Twenty- five centuries ago India witnessed an intellectual and religious revolution
which culminated in the overthrow of monotheism, priestly selfishness, and the

establishment of a synthetic religion, a system of light and thought which was
appropriately called Dhamma, a Philosophical Religion.]

80. Mot Van Hao Tay Phuong".- A Western writer

Phat gido la mot phwong thirc lam sao dé dat dwoc loi lac cao nhat tir cudce
song. Phdt gido la mot ton gido cua tri tué¢ ma o ddy kién thirc va thong minh
chiém wu the. Duc Phat khong thuyét giang dé thau nap tin do ma la dé soi sang
nguoi nghe.

[Buddhism is a plan for living in such a way as to derive highest benefit from life. It is

a religion of wisdom where knowledge and intelligence predominate. The Buddha did not
preach to win converts but to enlighten listeners. ]

81. Giao Si Joseph Wain- Rev. Joseph Wain



Pht gido day doi song khéng bang ludt 1é ma bang nguyén Iy mét doi song cao
dep; va chinh vi thé Phdt gido la mét tén gido khoan dung, mét hé théng nhan tir
nhat dudi dnh mat troi.

[Buddhism taught a life not by rule, but by principle, a life of beauty; and as a
consequence, it was a religion of tolerance. It was the most charitable system under the
sun.]

82. Tién si G. P. Malasekara.

Phat gido chwa bao gio ép ai theo du dwdi hinh thitc nao - hoac ép bugc y twong
va niém tin doi véi ngueoi khong thich, hodc bang bt cir mét sy tang boc ndo,
bang lira gat hay ve van, hau doat dwoc thang loi dé gia nhdp vao quan diém
riéng tw ciia minh. Nhitng nha truyén gido ciia dao Phdt khong bao gio thi dua
dé cdi dao con ngwoivao noi hop chy (Pao).

[It was never, however, the buddhist way to proselytise in the sense of forcing ideas
and beliefs upon an unwilling audience, much less to exert pressure of any kind, or any

kind of flattery, deceit or cajolery, to win adherence to one’s own point of view. Buddhist
missionaries have never competed for converts in the marketplace.]

83. Tién Si K.N.Jayatilleke, trong cuén "' Phat gido va Hoa Binh"

Pay, viéc can thiét la lweu y dén mét ddc tinh duy nhat ciia dao Phdt nghia la,
Phit gido la mét tén gido duy nhat, bdc thdy cua tén gido, ma két qua la mot triét
Iy thich hop néi cho chiing ta biét vé nhiing sy kien t6i hdu cia hién hitu va hién
that. Bao Phdt la con dwong cua sw song xudt phat tur viéc chdp nhén quan diém
ciia doi song va xem sy song la hién that. Triét Iy cia dirc Phét khéong phdi la
khéng ké dén ban chdt cia kién thirc.

[Here it is necessary to draw attention to another unique feature of the religion of the
buddha, namely, that it is the only religion of any relgious teacher, which is the outcome
of a consistent philosophy, which claims to tell us about the ultimate facts of existance
and reality. The religion of the Buddha is a way of life resulting from the acceptance of a

view of life, which is said to be factual. His philosophy is not without an account of the
nature of knowledge.]

84. Gertrude Garatt

Khéng thé cho rang ngay nay Phdt gido bi suy yeu vi Phdt gido bdt nguon trén
nhitng nguyén tdac cé dinh chwa bao gio bi sira doi.

[It will not be possible even today to Buddhism that it is worn out because it is rooted
upon certain fixed principles that can never be altered.]

85. Giao Su Ananda Kaushalyayana



Nhitng tin do khiém ton ciia dirc Phdt may man biét la nhwong ndo, ho da khéng
thita huong 16i nguy bién cua sw khong sai lam o bdt cu mot cuon sach nao ngay
tie luc bat dau.

[How fortunate are the humble followers of the Buddha who have not inherited the
fallacy of infallibility of any revealed book from the very beginning.]

86. D. Valisinha, Téng Thu Ky, Hdi Maha Bodhi, "Con dudng séng cta ngudi Phat
ta", "Buddhist way of life"

Tén gido cia sy song dwoc phan xét khéng phdi chi thudan bang nhitng suw thdt
dwoc tuyén cdo nhung ciing chinh bang su thay doi ma ton gido nay da dem lai
cho cugc song cua tin do. Cho dén nay, theo kinh nghiém, Phdt gido cé mot ky
luc vé thanh tuu ma chung ta co thé lay do la mot niém hanh dién that su.

[A religion or a way of life is judged not merely by the truths it proclaims but also by

the change that it brings about in the life of it's followers. So far this test is concerned
Buddhism has a record of achievements in which we can take a genuine pride.]

88. Anatole France, Van hao Phap

Duwong nhw nguwoi thanh nién bat diét, hién lanh, ngéi khoanh chan trén hoa
sen thanh tinh voi ban tay phai do lén nhw khuyén nhu nhu tra loi: "Néu con
muon thoat khoi sy dau kho va so hdi, con hdy luyén tap tri tué va tu bi".

[It seemed that the kindly aesthetic, eternally young, seated cross- legged on the lotus

of purity with his right hand raised in admonition, answered in these two words: "If you
wish to escape from suffering from fear, practise wisdom and compassion."]

89. Giao Su Eliot , trong cudn "Phdt gido va An D¢ gido" (Buddhism and
Hinduism)

Lan dau tién trong lich sir thé gidi, dirc Phét tuyén bo sw gidi thodt, moi con
nguoi cé thé dat dwoc do chinh ban thdn minh trong doi song ciia minh trén thé
gidi ma khéng can dén sw givip d ciia Thirong dé hay thanh than nao. Ngdi nhan
manh vé gido Iy nhw long tw tin, thanh tinh, nhd nhén, gidc ngé, an lac va long
thwong yéu nhén logi. Ngai ciing nhan manh dén su can thiét cia kién thirc, vi
khéng cé tri tué thi siéu linh néi tam khéng xam nhdp trong doi song ciia Ngdi
duoc.

[For the first time in the history of the world, Buddha proclaimed a salvation, which
each man could gain for himself and by himself in this world during this life, without the
least help from the personal GOD or Gods. He strongly inculcated the doctrine of self
reliance, of purity, of courtesy, of enlightment, of peace and of universal love. He strongly
urged necessity of knowledge, for without wisdom psychic insight could not be got in his
life.]

90. Tién Si Oldenburg, Mot hoc gia buc.



Dirc Phat khong giai thoat con nguoi, nhung Ngai day con nguoi phai tw chinh
minh gidi thodt ldy minh, nhw chinh Ngdi da tw gidi thoat ldy Ngai. Con nguoi
chap nhdn gido 1y ciia Ngai la chan 1y, khéng phdi gido 1y nay dén tir noi Ngai,
nhung vi long xdc tin cd nhan, thire tinh boi nhitng loi Ngai day, tréi ddy béi danh
sang tri tué cua chinh minh.

[1t is not the Buddha who delivers men, but he teaches them to deliver themselves,
even as he has deleivered himself. They accept his teaching of the truth, not because it

comes from him, but, because of personal conviction, aroused by his words, arises by the
light of their own spirit. ]

91. George Grimm, trong cudn "Gido Ly cua dirc Phdt" (The Doctrine of the
Buddha)

Durc Phdt khong chi nhdan thire dwoc sy thuc 16i cao, Ngai ciing co biéu lo kién
thire cao cd ciia Ngdi, kién thirc cao hon tit cd kién thirc ciia cdc “Thén linh
va Ngwoi”. Kién thirc ciia Ngai rat o rang va déc ldp khong lién can gi dén than
thoai va hoang dwong. Tuy nhién, noi day lai con cho thay mot hinh thirc viing
vang, tw né biéu 16 dwoc mot cdch ré rang va hién nhién dé cho con nguoi co thé
theo Ngai. Vi Iy do do, dirc Phdt khéng doi héi phai tin nhung hira hen kién thire.

[The Buddha has not merely awakened to the supreme reality, he also presents his
higher knowledge that is superior to that of "all gods logical disguise and mythical
clothing. Here, however, it is given in so cogent a form that it presents itself as positively
and self evedent to the person to is avble to follow him. For this reason the Buddha does
not demand any belief, but promises knowledge.]

92. John Walters, trong cudn "Tinh than khong bi giao déng” (Mind Unshaken)

Quan niém vé ti 16i cuia Phdt gido khdc han véi nguoi Co doc gido. Vi tin do
Phit gido, t9i 16i chi la vo minh hay ngu si. Mot nguoi hung dc la mot nguoi ngu
si. Ké pham t9i khong can dén trimg phat ma can dwoc gido héa nhiéu. Nguoi do
khong phai bi coi la "Vi pham mang linh cua Thuong dé" “hay nhw mot ke phai
cau xin long ldn man, tha thir cia Thuong dé. Tot hon va can thiét hon cho nguoi
ban pham tgi kia biét 1é phdi ciia con nguoi. Ngueoi phat tir khong tin la nguoi
pham t6i ¢é thé thodt dwoc hdu qua béi téi 16 gay ra bang cach van vai cau
nguyén voi Thuwong Dé.

[Its idea of sin differs somewhat from the Christian idea. Sin to the Buddhist is mere
ignorance or stupidity. The wicked man is an ignorant man. He doesnt need much
punishment and condemnation so much as he needs instruction. He is not regarded as
"violating God’s commands” or as one who must beg for divine mercy and forgiveness.
Rather it is necessary for the sinner’s friends to make him reason in the human way. The

Buddhist does not believe the sinner can escape the consequences in prayerful attempts
to bargain with God.]



93. Giao suKarl Pearson

Khong co nhitng thu vui nhuc duc, cudc Séng c6 thé chiu dung duoc khong?
Khéng tin tuong vao bat tir, con nguoi cé thé cé dao dire khong? Khéng sung bdi
mét than linh con nguoi cé thé tién téi diéu chanh dang khéng? Puwoc, dire Phdt
trd 1oi, citu canh c6 thé dat duoc boi kién thirc; mt minh kién thire la chia khéa
dé tién toi con duong cao dep hon, con dwong ma trong doi song dang theo dudi;
kién thirc dem lai an tinh va hoa binh cho doi song giup cho con nguoi khong xao
xuyén doi véi nhitng con bdo t6 ciia thé gici day bién dong.

[Without senuous pleasure would life be endurable? Without belief in immorality can
man be moral? Without worship of a God can man advance towards righteousness? Yes,
replies the Buddha, these ends can be attained by knowledge; knowledge alone the key
to higher path, the one worth pursuing in life; knowledge is that which brings calmness
and peace to life, which renderd man indifferent to the storms of phenomenal world.]

94. Blaise Pascal, Nha toan hoc, Vat ly hoc va triét gia Phap.

Con nguwoi vi dai hon sirc manh mi quang ciia thién nhién vi 1é ca dén khi nght
rdang con nguoi bi hity diét boi nhitng sirc manh dy, con ngwoi van giit dwoc cao
ca hon bang suw hiéu biét cdc sirc manh dy. Lai nita, Phdt gido mang si thit xa
hon nita: Phdt gido cho thdy bang phuong thire hiéu biét, con nguwoi ciing cé thé
kiém sodt dwoc moi trang huong ciia minh. Con nguoi c6 thé ngung, thodt khoi
bi nghzen nat boi siec manh thién nhién va sur dung nhitng ludt ciia suc manh thién
nhién dé tuw minh dimg 1én chong do.

[Man is greater that the blind forces of nature because even though he is crushed by
them he remains superior by virtue of his understanding of them. Again., Buddhism
carries the truth further: it shows that by means of understanding man can also control

his circumstances. He can cease to be crushed by them, and use their laws to raise
himself.]

95. Gido su Von Glasenapp, MOt hoc gia Durc.

Ciing ¢6 thé néi rang An dé da kham Phd ra vo thirc som hon nhitng nha tam
Iy hoc Tay phirong. Theo ho, vé thirc gom ¢6 tdt cd nhitng cam tuéng nam trong
ca nhan dwoc di san tw kzep truoc. Ky thudt thién dinh Phdt gidao chu trong dén
swc manh tiem an, la sw khai phong dau tién ciia tém ly phan tich hoc hién dai,
ciing nhuw cua sy hudn luyén tinh than tir sinh v.v...

[It can also be said that India discovered the unconsciousness earlier than the Western
psycholigists. For them the unconscious consists in the totality of the impressions which
slumber in the individual as the inheritance from his previous existance. The Buddhis
technique of meditation, which is concerned with the latent forces, is thus a fore- runner
of modern psycho- analysis, of autogenic mental training etc.]

96. Bandaranaike, Nguyén Thu Tudng SriLanka,Former Prime Minister of SriLanka



Phdt gido sé truong ton nhw mdt troi, mdt trang va loai nguoi hién hivu trén
mat dat, do do, Phat gido la ton gido cua con nguoi, cua nhan loai ciing nhw cua
tat ca.

[Buddhism will last as long as the sun and moon last and the human race exists upon
the earth, for it is the religion of man, of humanity as a whole.]

97. Hoc gia Dudley Wright

Ngay nay chung ta nghe noi nhiéu vé nang lyc ciia , nhung Phat Gido la h¢
thong diéu tam day dit va hitu hiéu nhdt chuwa tirng cé trén thé gidi.

[We hear much nowadays of thought- power, but Buddhism is the most complete and
effective system of mind- training yet placed before the world. ]

98. Manmatha Nath Sastri

Durc Phat da tao nén mot gioi nguoi moi, gioi cua nhitng anh hung dao duc,
mot giol cua nhitng nguoi ty minh di tim sy giai thodt, mot gioi cua cac vi Phat.

[The Buddha created a new race of men, a race of moral heroes, a race of salvation-
workers, a race of Buddhas.]

99. Geoffrey Mortimer, mot van si Tay phuaong, a writer in the West.

Quay vé Phdt Gido, chiing ta sé doc thdy rang Vua Asoka khong nhitng chi rao
giang mot dao dirc cao thuong ma con ding quyén nang ciia mot Quan Vieong

trong cdch cu xir lam cho nhitng chii quyén hién dai ciia cdc niém tin khéc phdi
cam thay ho then.

[Turn to Buddhism, and you will read that Asoka not only preached a lofty morality but
exercised the power of kingship in manner that shames our modern sovereigns of other
faiths.]

100. The Great Khan Mongka
Phdt Gido giong nhw long ban tay, cdc tén gido khdc nhw cdc ngén tay.

[Buddhism is like the palm of the hand, the other religions being the fingers]
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